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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The remote controlled roller-door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality 

garage door, for lower than UK High Street DIY retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.maidstone-garage-doors.co.uk 
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If it leaves an impression 
then art makes its mark 


IT will be a sad day when art fails to 
stimulate discussion about its merits 
among those peering at the very 
same piece of work. 

After all, if we all found beauty and 
inspiration in the same things, then it 
would be a rather dull world full of 
uniformity and no motivation to push 
back boundaries and experiment. 

Certainly the appearance of street 
artist Banksy’s latest piece of work 
- daubed on a wall in Dover - last 
weekend has once again ignited the 
debate of just what makes ‘art’. 

The answer, of course, is that it 
can be pretty much anything 
anyone presents as just that. 

Plenty will disagree, but it [T 
doesn’t make it any less of a 
piece of art. 

I must admit, once upon a 
time I was of the opinion that 
art was all about a nice 
photo-like painting. But as I 

dismissed modern art, it __ 

cast its spell over 
me. Simply by jjrfM 
making me think 
about what I had 


seen achieved a goal more conven¬ 
tional work never really achieved. 

I’m still no great fan of the genre, 
but it is the work I most often smirk 
at when I first see, that I more often 
than not find lodged in my mind. If it 
makes you think then the creation is 
surely a success. Think that and it 
will change your outlook. 

Banksy, of course, seems to be 
widely adored by everyone - a rarity 
in a society where anyone else armed 
with a spray can and decorating a 
wall they don’t own suffers the 
scourn of the public and the wrath of 
the justice system. 

He appears alone in being 
granted permission to create 
his works wherever he 
pleases. And if you don’t see 
what’s so good about his 
work, well test it against the 
‘did you think about it’ system. 
Given the amount of column 
inches and phone-ins it 
spawned this week, 
he truly does 
bring art to the 
masses. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Mackinlay still in limbo 
over election spending 



ROW: Mr Mackinlay beat Nigel Farage in fiercely contested South Thanet in 2015 . Picture: ADY KERRY 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


PROSECUTORS say they are still 
considering whether to impose 
charges on Craig Mackinlay as 
they cleared a host of other 
Conservative candidates of 
wrongdoing over election expenses 
this week. 

The Crown Prosecution Service 
confirmed last month it had 
received a file from Kent Police as 
part of its investigation into claims 
the party breached spending rules 
in South Thanet during the 2015 
general election. 

However, the CPS insists this is 
purely due to the short period of 
time it had to examine the 
documents, compared to those sent 
by other police forces in the 
country earlier in the year. 

Nick Vamos, CPS head of special 
crime, said: “Although there is 
evidence to suggest the returns 
may have been inaccurate, there is 
insufficient evidence to prove to 
the criminal standard that any 
candidate or agent was dishonest. 

“Therefore we have concluded it 
is not in the public interest to 
charge anyone referred to us with 


this offence. 

“One file, from Kent Police, was 
only recently received by the CPS, 
and remains under consideration. 

“No inference as to whether any 
criminal charge may or may not be 
authorised in relation to this file 
should be drawn from this fact and 
we will announce our decision as 
soon as possible once we have 
considered the evidence in this 
matter.” 

It is the latest development in a 


long-running scandal in which the 
Conservatives were said to have 
“understated” spending during 
campaigning on the Kent seat, 
where Mr Mackinlay was victori¬ 
ous over former Ukip leader Nigel 
Farage. 

The row centres around claims 
the party recorded expenditure on 
hotels in Ramsgate as national 
spending, rather than local 
spending. 

The Electoral Commission fined 


the Tories - who blamed “simple 
human error” - a record £70,000 
earlier this year following an 
investigation, while the candidate 
was reportedly interviewed under 
caution for six hours about the 
allegations by Kent Police. 

The party, and Mr Mackinlay 
himself, have protested innocence 
throughout investigations and Mr 
Mackinlay was this week officially 
selected as the Tory candidate for 
next month’s general election. 


Court appearance for mum 
arrested in police terror raid 


Electric car charging 
points kept in bid to 
encourage green travel 


ELECTRIC car charging points are 
set to be retained across Ashford and 
Tenterden as part of the council’s bid 
to encourage sustainability and 
green travel. 

Cabinet members this week agreed 
recommendations to retain the five 
double electric vehicle charging 
points in the borough for another 
three years, with no additional 
charge for the electricity consumed. 

This means customers can 
continue to use the charging 
facilities without paying for the 
electricity used, but will still be 
required to pay for the use of the 
parking space by means of a permit 
or pay and display. 

The charge points are located in 
select car parks across the borough 
including the Civic Centre, Vicarage 
Lane, Julie Rose Stadium, Tenterden 
Leisure Centre and Tenterden 
Station Road. 

In 2013 local authorities, includ¬ 
ing Ashford, received grants from 
the Department for Business, Energy 


and Industrial Strategy Office to 
provide charging points at suitable 
locations. 

The £237,000 funding, which 
Kent County Council successfully bid 
for, covered the majority of the 
installation costs for 43 charge 
points across the county. 

The fast-charge facilities have 
proved successful with more than 
1,800 charge sessions recorded from 
2015 to 2016. Vicarage Lane and the 
Civic Centre car parks were shown to 
be the most popular locations. 

Sheila Davison, head of health, 
parking and community safety said: 
“With the steady rise of electric 
vehicle sales, it’s important that the 
council supports drivers who choose 
to assist in providing a cleaner and 
more sustainable borough. 

“This is a positive move forward 
for the council that will ultimately 
enhance the eco-friendly credentials 
of the borough, and supports other 
steps we are taking to reduce carbon 
emissions on a wider scale.” 


A MOTHER arrested in Kent last 
month in connection with what is 
thought to be the first all-female 
alleged British-based terror plot 
has appeared in court. 

MinaDich, 43, of St George’s 
Wharf in south-west London, the 
mother ofRizlaine Boular, 21, who 
was also charged in relation to the 
alleged planning of a suspected 
knife attack in Westminster, was 


HOMES and businesses in 
Margate are the next to benefit 
from an ultrafast broadband rollout. 

Virgin Media announced last 
month up to 108,000 properties in 
Kent will be connected to its 
ultrafast network and claims the 
move in Thanet will transform the 
quality of broadband in a town 
where the average broadband 
speed is just 15Mbps, well below 


arrested in Kent on the day of the 
raid in the capital. 

The pair, along with associate 
Khawla Barghouthi, 20, are 
accused of conspiring together to 
murder' ‘a person or persons 
unknown” between April 11 and 
April 28 

All three were remanded in 
custody to appear at the Old Bailey 
on May 19. 


the Kent and national average. 

Those interested will be 
connected to ultrafast broadband 
with entry level download speeds 
of 100Mbps, reaching up to 
300Mbps for residents and 
350Mbps for firms. 

‘ ‘Residents and businesses will 
be getting the high-speed 
connectivity they deserve,’ ’ said 
director Neil Bartholomew. 


Ultrafast broadband rollout 
for homes and businesses 
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Teens arrested in woodland murder probe 


POLICE have arrested two teenagers as part of a 
murder investigation after a man was bludgeoned to 
death in Maidstone woodland last weekend. 

Razvan Sirbu, 21, of no fixed address, was found 
dead on Sunday in the Loose Valley conservation area 
inTovil at 7.15am. 

Results from a post-mortem examination reveal that 


he died from blunt force trauma to the head and body. 

During Thursday evening, detectives arrested an 
18-year-old man near Aylesham and a 19-year-old man 
in a location within Maidstone. Both suspects remained 
in police custody as we went to press. 

Anyone with information can call Kent Police on 
01622 604100 quoting crime reference YY/011763/17. 


Labour slams Tory plans 
as parents protest in row 
over children’s centres 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


LABOUR is demanding children’s 
centres in Medway remain open as 
the Conservative-controlled council 
this week launched a consultation 
into plans to impose closures. 

Parents protested outside the local 
authority’s offices this week, after 
the cabinet unveiled proposals to 
shake-up early help services by clos¬ 
ing 19 Sure Start centres and creat¬ 
ing four ‘super hubs’. 

Creation of the hubs, located in 
Gillingham and Twydall; Luton and 
Rainham; Strood, Peninsula and 
Rochester West; and Rochester East, 
Chatham and Walderslade was the 
council’s recommended option over 
alternatives to close all centres and 
reinvest funding into other service 
priorities and organising centre staff 
in a single, centrally-based team. 

If given the go ahead following 
public consultation, the ‘super hub’ 
centres would combine children’s 
centre services for 0-5-year-olds, 



THREAT: Children’s centres 

with early help teams who work 
with families and children who are 
aged five and upwards. 

The council says this means fami¬ 
lies would benefit from a whole host 
of services under one roof. 


However, Vince Maple, Labour 
parliamentary candidate for 
Chatham and Aylesford, councillor 
for Chatham Central ward and lead¬ 
er of Medway Labour group said: 
“Sure Start is one of the greatest cre¬ 
ations of the last Labour government 
- we have seen Medway Tory politi¬ 
cians repeatedly promise that the 19 
centres are safe in their hands. 

“It shows plain and simple you 
cannot trust our children’s future to 
the Tories.” 

Conservative councillor Andrew 
Mackness said: “I’d urge everyone 
who has a view on this to submit 
their comments once the consulta¬ 
tion is live and let us know their ide¬ 
as about how we can deliver services 
in a different way. 

“The service must transform if we 
are to continue to deliver quality 
early help to families and we need to 
think of innovative ways to do that. 

“We cannot stand still and watch 
our services in their current model 
suffer due to reductions and changes 
in central government funding and 
a reducing council budget.” 



TRIBUTE: Ynez Button 


£6,500 raised 
in honour of 
our Ynez 

THE widower of one of Kent on Sunday’s 
founding team has raised £6,500 in her 
memory after taking part in the 
Pilgrims Hospice Cycle Challenge 2017. 

Ynez Button - known to many as Ynez 
Coton - died in February after a short 
battle with cancer. She was just 44. 

She had helped launch this newspa¬ 
per and spent years as its advertising 
director, becoming well known in the 
county through her long career 
championing the local media. 

She married Mark Button in October 
but was diagnosed with her illness just 
two months later. 

In her memory, Mr Button was part of 
a team taking part in the 50-mile event 
at the end of April. Ynez had been cared 
for at the hospice in her final weeks. 

Friends and family contributed and, 
as a team, they raised just short of 
£6,500. 

Speaking after the event, he said: 
“Ynez was my wife, my best friend and 
my everything and I miss her every day 
but I know that she would be immensely 
proud of what was achieved. 

“I’d like to thank everyone who 
donated to this very worthwhile cause 
and everyone who has supported me 
through this incredibly difficult time.” 

There’s still time to donate. Visit 
justgiving.com/marky-button. 


Driver smashed into 
wall in police chase 

A RAMSGATE driver smashed into a wall after 
running a red light, driving at double the speed 
limit and going the wrong way around rounda¬ 
bouts, a court was told. 

John Buchanan, 21, of St John’s Crescent, was 
arrested in the early hours of Sunday following the 
collision on Bairds Hill, Broadstairs. 

He caught the attention of police by driving his 
Renault Clio at speed in King Street at 2.30am. 

Buchanan failed to stop and raced away, 
reaching 70mph in a 30mph zone at some points, 
drove the wrong way around two roundabouts 
and shot a red light. Officers also seized two small 
packets of cocaine from the car. 

Buchanan appeared before Medway magis¬ 
trates the next day when he pleaded guilty to 
dangerous driving, failing to stop, driving without 
insurance or a licence, and possession of a class 
A drug. 

He was bailed to appear at Canterbury Crown 
Court for sentencing on a date to be confirmed. 


Death announced of 
popular councillor 

TRIBUTES have been paid to Sevenoaks councillor 
Paddy Cooke who passed away at home on Monday. 

The Conservative was district councillor for 
Penshurst, Fordcombe and Chiddingstone since 
2007. He died following a long battle with cancer. 

Peter Fleming, leader of the council, said: ‘ ‘Paddy 
had been fighting a very aggressive cancer for some 
time, but never made a big issue about it. From 
diagnosis through treatment he remained upbeat and 
stoic. Over the last year he set himself a number of 
targets; attending as many council meetings as 
possible, continuing to represent his community to the 
best of his ability and refusingto make a fuss about his 
cancer or his treatment, truly the measure of the man. 

1 ‘I will miss someone who went about his work in a 
quiet, personable manner, but with steely determina¬ 
tion when needed, a man always willing to give 
advice when asked for, and who was a genuinely 
decent human being’ ’ 

His funeral takes place on May 25 at 1.30pm at St 
Mary the Virgin, Chiddingstone. 


Squirrel duping folk 
into roofing scam 

A ROGUE roof repairman who produced a dead 
squirrel to dupe a victim into having work done is 
being investigated by police. 

A number of residents in Tunbridge Wells have 
reported the man turning up on their doorsteps and 
claiming he needs to be paid to get rid of an infesta¬ 
tion of squirrels. 

One homeowner told police they had a dead 
squirrel pulled on them by the man, who then 
demanded £300 to resolve the problem. 

The resident then brought in an expert, reputable 
company, who told them there was no infestation or 
squirrel-related damage. 

Sgt Andy Miller said:' ‘This man targets people by 
cold calling and demanding cash up front. 

' ‘Work then carried out is either minimal, or 
nothing has been done at all.’ ’ 

So far, suspicious incidents have been reported in 
Sandhurst Road and Femdale. 

Anyone who believes they have been approached 
by a rogue trader should contact police on 101. 
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Clark branded ‘disgraceful’ in 
energy row with guru Lewis 



DISPUTE: Greg Clark, who is to defend his Tunbridge Wells seat next month 


By Georgina Stubbs 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


GREG Clark’s admission he has never 
switched energy provider to find a better 
deal has been branded “disgraceful” by a 
consumer expert. 

Martin Lewis, the founder of Money- 
SavingExpert.com, whose Cheap Energy 
Club encourages engagement with the 
switching process, responded after the Con¬ 
servative candidate for Tunbridge Wells said 
he had not switched because it is a “hassle”, 
despite encouraging consumers to do so. 

Mr Lewis wrote on Twitter: “Disgraceful. 
That should probably disqualify him from 
being energy minister. He should’ve tried 
just so he has lived the experience.” 

Mr Clark’s comment comes after the Con¬ 
servatives’ announcement they will cap “rip 
off” gas and electricity prices if they return 
to power following the general election. 

In March, Mr Clark said the government 
has worked with the industry to make it 
“quicker and easier” to switch supplier so 
consumers can find the best deal. 

But when pressed by BBC Breakfast on 
Tuesday about when he had last changed 
suppliers, Mr Clark said: “I haven’t switched, 
one of the reasons is... it is quite a hassle to do 
so. 


“And in my view it shouldn’t be necessary 
to have to switch, to have to go through the 
fuss, simply to avoid being ripped off. 

“I think there should be a safeguard so 
that if you are loyal to your supplier, if you 
are someone that doesn’t perhaps have ac¬ 
cess to the internet and is not able to haggle 
with your supplier, then you should pay a bit 
more than the best deals, but you shouldn’t 
have the reality of paying through the nose 
for that.” 

Last year the Competition and Markets 


Authority said 70 per cent of people were 
on the more expensive “default” standard 
variable tariff, costing consumers £1.4bn 
more than a competitive market. 

A spokeswoman for the Department of 
Energy and Climate Change also said in 
June that due to government action there 
are “more deals to choose from than ever 
before”. 

“We would encourage people who do not 
feel they are receiving a good deal to switch 
now,” she said. 


Former town mayor 
quizzed by police 

A FORMER mayor was arrested this week as part 
of a police probe into an alleged assault. 

Vic Openshaw, elected as a town councillor in 
2011 with the Swanscombe and Greenhithe 
Residents Association, was town council mayor 
until 2013. Police spoke to Mr Openshaw, 64, and 
Mark Scamp, 37, on May 3, following reports of an 
altercation in Radzan Close, Dartford. Both were 
released the same day pending enquires. 


Fish 'n' chip shop 
goes up in flames 

FIRE crews had to tackle a blaze in the Sea View 
fish and chip shop in Beach Street, Deal on 
Tuesday. 

The blaze started in a deep-fat fryer unit at 
around 10am which then spread to the first floor 
and ground floor flat roof of the property. 

It was finally extinguised by around noon. 


Author at the CCW 

CELEBRATED author of Captain Corelli’s 
Mandolin, Louis de Bernieres, officially opened a 
new resource centre at the Community College 
Whitstable this week. 

He met students and staff before unveiling the 
facility - one of a number of major improvements 
introduced to the secondary school since it was 
taken over by the Swale Academies Trust. 


T P P K| PI Kitchens and bathrooms 
^§T * r\ L. II U of affordable luxury 

X transformations 

Company with 120 year Italian designer heritage finding popularity in 

Maidstone 


I The TREND Transformations showroom in 
Nottcutts Garden Centre at Newnham Court 
Shopping Village offers the latest designs for all 
your home renovation needs. Rebranding from 
Granite Transformation is a move embracing 
the growth of the business from its inception in a small factory in 
Italy over 120 years ago. Its range of products and cutting-edge 
techniques for fabrication and fitting has expanded so far that, 
for several years now, they have offered complete kitchen and 
bathroom renovations as well as other projects in both residential 
and commercial spaces. 

TREND Transformations has all the options for home makeovers 
from replacement kitchen work surfaces and doors, to complete 
new kitchens and bathrooms. Combining function and aesthetics, 
TREND Transformations specialises in projects which take away 
the stress of demolition from customers. 

The latest contemporary engineered stone 
products like the Trascenda range can be 
paired with beautiful hand-cut Orsoni mosaic 
tiles delivering a stylish and beautiful finish. The 
innovative methods of manufacture and design 
date back centuries and their tiles can be found in some of the 
most attractive landmarks in the world including St. Mark’s Basilica 
cathedral in Venice, Westminster Abbey in London and the Golden 
Buddha in Sing Buri, Thailand. 


Despite this impressive heritage, TREND Transformations’ kitchens 
and bathrooms come at affordable prices. 

One of the reasons TREND Transformations is chosen for home 
makeovers across the UK is their remarkable ‘worktop that fits 
on top’. Unlike regular work surfaces, the material is lightweight 
and it can be installed over existing worktops, without removing 
the original or needing extra underpinnings. It can also be laid 
over bathroom tiles or fitted onto walls as a 
shower liner or decorative finish offering time- 
challenged and quality-conscious homeowners 
a premium surface design solution without the 
demolition hassle of traditional kitchen and 
bathroom remodelling. 

Offering an exclusive selection of the highest-quality granite, recycled 
glass, quartz and mosaics, all TREND Transformations’ products 
come with a lifetime limited warranty as they are stain and scratch 
resistant. TREND Transformations offers customers the opportunity 
to create contemporary, innovative and stylish living, but without 
the high-end price tag to match. And the best part is you can find 
everything under one roof. The full service is completed by their 
friendly team starting with a free design consultation, measuring, 
manufacturing and, finally, installation and after-care service. 

Spring is the perfect time to tackle that bathroom renovation or 
refresh your kitchen worktops. Contact the TREND Transformations 
team to arrange your consultation or request a brochure for some 
design inspiration. 

Newnham Court Shopping Village, 

Bearsted Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 5LH 
www.trend-transformations.com/maidstone/ 

01622 469 541 
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One of our speed cameras is 
most profitable in country 



KENT has one of the most profitable 
speed cameras on the country’s roads 
with more than 3,700 motorists 
snapped exceeding the limit. 

The figures released this week 
reveal a top five of the cameras 
which nab the most drivers 
breaking the law. 

And in fourth place is the camera 
between junction five of the M2 5, at 
Sevenoaks, and the Clacket Lane 
Services. 

It raked in £373,300 in penalty 
payments after catching 3,723 
motorists were were averaging 
61mph on the 50mph stretch of 
road. 

The figure comes from new 
research from Carole Nash 
Insurance Consultants. 

Top camera was on the A1 in 
Lincolnshire which pulled in 


£606,400, then the M180 in 
Scunthorpe (£583,500), next was the 
M2 5 between junctions 17 and 18 at 
Rickmansworth (£538,500), then the 
M2 5 between Sevenoaks and Clacket 
Lane services, and in fifth, the A12 


Stratford St May in Suffolk. 

Rebecca Donohue, head of 
marketing at Carole Nash, said: 
“It’s really important to remember 
that such cameras are put in place 
to reduce accidents.” 


Arlington car park to be 
revived for Dreamland 


A DEAL has finally been struck 
to renovate and operate a 
much-discussed car park near 
the Dreamland leisure complex 
in Margate. 

The agreement between 
Dreamland and The Fresh 
Water Group will see Sands 
Heritage Limited, which 
operates the park, invest over 
the coming weeks to renovate 
the Arlington car park which, 
once open, will provide approxi¬ 
mately 400 spaces. 

The opening of the car park 
to the public is expected to have 
a positive impact on local 
people and businesses, as well 
as large volumes of tourists that 
visit the area in the summer. 

Previously the site was 
earmarked for development by 
supermarket Tesco, much to 
the anger of the Arlington 


House Residents’ Association, 
before it pulled out in 2014. 

Steven Mitchell, CEO at 
Dreamland Margate, said: “As 
well as being adjacent to 
Dreamland, the new car park is 
close to many of the other 
fantastic things Margate has to 
offer, so it will be ideal for 
anyone visiting the town by car. 

“The increasing number of 
visitors to the town in recent 
years is extremely positive for 
local people, but we are aware 
the limited public parking has 
been a problem, especially 
during the summer.” 

The Freshwater Group has a 
long-term leasehold interest in 
the Arlington estate and an 
investment fund of Arrowgrass 
Capital Partners LLP has 
agreed an option to acquire this 
leasehold interest in the estate. 


Dramatic rescue at weir 

EMERGENCY teams rescued a dog owner 
and his Staffordshire bull terrier after they 
got into trouble at the weir in St Radigunds 
Street in Canterbury last Sunday 
The duo were found struggling in 
fast-flowing water in the Great Stour river 
and were pulled to safety around 6.30pm. 


'Migrants' found in lorry 

A 54-year-old-man is in custody suspected 
of helping people illegally enter the UK after 
suspected migrants were found in a 
refrigerated lorry in Northfleet. A boy was 
taken to hospital and discharged before the 
group were taken to the Home Office 
immigration enforcement facility 


Gong for Titanic display 

A TITANIC exhibition which drew 148,000 
visitors to a Tunbridge Wells shopping 
centre last summer has helped it scoop a 
prestigious award. 

Royal Victoria Place was a merit winner 
for its ‘Titanic In Photographs’ display at The 
Revo Purple Apple Awards. 


City one of UK warmest 

CANTERBURY ranks in the top five warmest 
cities in the country according to new data. 

By using Met Office figures, Freeflush, 
which designs rainwater harvesting 
systems, found Canterbury was fifth 
nationally based on maximum average 
temperature, dry days and total rainfall. 



NEW 2 BEDROOM LODGE 



E OR SALE AT MA RLIE 

ONLY 
£119,995 


We are delighted to offer for sale a stunning two bedroom, two 
bathroom luxury lodge on our new and exclusive development. It is 
fully furnished and ready to move in, with features including: 


Large open plan lounge and 
dining area 

Designer kitchen with a range 
of integrated appliances 
including oven, hob, 
dishwasher, fridge freezer 
and washer/dryer 
Family bathroom with 
modern suite, full size bath 
and overhead shower 


Master bedroom with 
king-size bed, en-suite shower 
and walk in wardrobe 
Second bedroom with walk in 
wardrobe 
Low running costs, 
double glazing and central 
heating 

Finance and Home Exchange 
Availablet 


PLUS, all of this is right on your 

doorstep 

• Full use of park facilities 
including bar, restaurant 
and indoor pool 

® Superb entertainment venue 

• Free Wi-Fi internet access 
in club area 

• Pet friendly park 


MAY 

ONLY OFFER 

Free 2017 Pitch Fees and 
your running costs covered* 


EXCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT - LAST FEW PITCHES! 


Offer valid for 2017 season only, minimum purchase price applies and will vary by park. 2018 pitch fee will be invoiced late summer 2017 at the published rate for the 
forthcoming season. £500 gas and £500 electricity will be credited to your Customer Loyalty Card. Offer available on selected models. Offer ends 31st May 2017. 
tFinance subject to status, terms & conditions apply. #A holiday home cannot be used as a permanent residence. 


Find out more about Marlie Holiday Park 

Call 


01797 330406 


www.ParkHolidays.com/marlie-ownership 
Marlie Holiday Park, 
Dymchurch Road, New Romney, 
Kent,TN28 8UE 
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Park set to be 
transformed 


Manston meeting ahead? 

By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 



A N AMERICAN logistics 
company which 

emerged last week as a 
potential investor in 
Manston airport says it 
will be meeting other parties aiming 
to get planes flying again on the site - 
and wants to secure a quick purchase 
of the land. 

The firm, which has not yet been 
identified, has held talks with Thanet 
District Council chiefs over its propos¬ 
als, and announced last Wednesday it 
was pursuing a compulsory purchase 
order (CPO) for the airport which 
closed in 2014, though now admits it 
is looking to buy the land directly. 

However, the current site owners - 
bosses behind the Stone Hill Park 
(SHP) project - have repeatedly insist¬ 
ed they have no plans to sell up and 
warned last week the US firm’s pro¬ 
posal to invest £100m in resuming 
aviation “will end up going nowhere”. 

SHP aims to deliver 2,500 homes 
and leisure facilities, while insisting 
the area’s history and heritage will be 
respected and maintained. 

Conservative candidate for Thanet 
North, Sir Roger Gale insisted the 
company should “make common 
cause” with RiverOak Strategic Part¬ 
ners, which is also aiming to re-open 


the airport. 

An RSP spokesperson told us last 
week they would be happy to meet 
and now the new investor also ap¬ 
pears to have agreed to discussions, 
as the plans begin to gather pace. 

“Following our meeting with TDC 
yesterday, and consulting with my 
clients, we will be speaking to all par¬ 
ties who have an interest in keeping 


this facility available for pure avia¬ 
tion use,” said Dale Crawford of DTD 
Consult, which is representing the 
company. 

“I have also been instructed to 
speak to the current owners and as¬ 
certain what their expectations are, 
so we can make a decision on a direct 
purchase instead of entering into a 
long drawn out process of the CPO ap¬ 


plication. 

“My clients see the tangible benefits 
of having a fully operational logistics 
capability combining both the air 
and sea port, and have no interest in 
just fighting legal battles.” 

UK-based pension fund investor, 
Edi Truell, is also understood to be 
negotiating with the council over 
plans to re-open the airport. 


WORK began this week on creating 
an adventure park at Tunbridge 
Wells’ Calverley Grounds. 

The derelict bowling green in the 
picturesque town centre park is 
being transformed into an area full 
of play pieces and landscaped 
gardens designed to be a major 
attraction for families. 

Some £225,000 was raised locally 
through a host of special events to 
fund the work will should be 
completed by September. 

The park is being designed by 
preeminent landscape architect, 
Jennette Emery-Wallis. 

Llamas hold 
up commuters 

RAIL passengers were delayed 
between Hildenborough and 
Sevenoaks on Monday after a pack of 
llamas were spotted on the line. 

The animals were on the track at 
around 8.30am and all services 
forced to slow. They were cleared 
from danger within the hour and 
none were reported injured by their 
trip on to the tracks. 

They are believed to have escaped 
from a nearby field. 


Medical Negligence Claim? 

Call Kent's no win, no fee specialists 
for a FREE no obligation chat. 


help on 


for all you 


for compensation. You were 

when I didn't 


Thank you so muc 
my claim 
helpful, explaining everything 
Nothing was 
too much trouble 


wouldn't hesitate to 
come to you if I need a 
solicitor in the future 


That’s Girlings Personal 
Injury Claims for you. 


apnP 

KENT'S NO WIN, NO FEE SPECIALISTS 

C a) 0845 222 1999 

Q girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


Girlings 

SOLICITORS 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 


Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Paignton 4 days £166 



You can enjoy a wonderful 
holiday in Paignton and Devon 
for a fantastic price this 
Summer... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a 
great deal - even the lovely days 
out are free - here’s the full 
details... 

Day 1: You’ll arrive at your hotel this 
afternoon for 3 nights 
Day 2: A trip to the beautiful town of 
Dartmouth. After a nice morning here, 
we spend some free time in the major resort of Torquay 
- just a little way up the coast from our hotel. 

Day 3: Day trip to Plymouth visiting the Naval Harbour 
area known as the Barbican plus time in Plymouth City 
Centre. 


Our coach departs: Margate - 
Broadstairs - Ramsgate - Canterbury 
- Ashford - Maidstone - and then to 
Bideford. No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same coach, same 
driver throughout vour holiday - 


Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty ‘Torbay Court’ breakfast 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront in a quiet cul-de-sac next to a pleasant public garden. 
Also within easy reach of Paignton Zoo. 56 ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all floors. 

Departs: Friday 23rd June £166 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel 
trips out as shown. Single room supplement £19 

Call to book or book online 

GB TOURS M 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

33 Years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 
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Come and see why. 

Show Suite Open Days: Saturday 22nd April 
and Sunday 23rd April, 10am to 4pm. 

At Chamberlain Court, industry-leading residential and dementia care are 
just the beginning. We really get to know our residents too - it’s how we help 
them to enjoy all the little things that make a big difference to their day. 

Here, residents can still enjoy the experience of a visit to the hair salon, the 
delicious taste of fresh coffee and homemade biscuits in the cafe, or even 
just the sense of fulfilment that comes from helping out with the gardening. 
It’s all about living life to the full. 

To see for yourself what makes Chamberlain Court a care home with a 
difference, make an appointment to visit us at 77 Mount Ephraim, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8BS, call Darren, our Customer Relationship Manager 

on 01892 620911, or for more information, go to hallmarkcarehomes.co.uk 


IS 


chamberlain court 


a hallmark care home 
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Here today...but going tomorrow 

Dover woke up last Sunday to find street artist Banksy had turned a wall on a derelict building into 
his latest canvas. But if you want to see it you may have to be quick as it now looks set to be sold off 



IMPRESSIVE: Banksy s take on Brexit made a big impression when it was spotted last weekend. It follows his work in Folkestone two years ago, pictured 
lower left, which was cut out of the wall and attempts made them to sell it. Although they were eventually thwarted. Dover pictures: ADY KERRY 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


T HE latest piece by coveted 
street artist Banksy, which 
appeared in Dover last 
Sunday, is likely to be re¬ 
moved and sold, according 
to the owners. 

The artwork, which depicts a work¬ 
man on a ladder chipping away at 
one of the 12 stars on the European 
Union flag, appeared near the port 
town’s ferry terminal on the side of 
the former Castle Amusements build¬ 
ing, which is set to be demolished. 

Property owners, the Godden fam¬ 
ily, which also owned the building 
upon which he daubed his previous 
Kent work - Art Buff in Folkestone - 
said they were looking at options 
with a London art gallery. 

However, Tony Baxter, director at 
The Sincura Group, which specialises 
in the recovery, restoration, and sale 
of highly desirable artwork, told KoS 
the piece was ultimately “worthless”, 
due to the difficulty in finding a buyer 
for work of that size. 

“If the building owner came to us 
wanting it restored, I would say no,” 
Mr Baxter said. 

“We would not find a buyer for a 
piece that big, generally buyers want 
pieces they can hang on the wall and 
you would not be able to, removing it 
would be an absolute nightmare. 

“Just to salvage it from the wall 
would take north of £200,000, it 
wouldn’t be financially viable. 

“It’s a beautiful piece, but person¬ 
ally, I think it’s worthless.” 

Despite his claims, the Goddens, 
which have a large property portfolio, 
insist they are exploring options for 
its retention, removal or sale, and will 
look to benefit local charities with 
any proceeds. 

The Sincura Arts team has been in¬ 
volved in the removal and restoration 
of small sections of large Banksy piec¬ 
es before, and Mr Baxter said the only 
feasible way of it being possible here 
would be just to remove the stencilled 
workman, though some of its value 
and interest would be lost without the 
wider context of the whole piece. 

Mr Baxter also warned that local 
authority attempts to protect street 
art so accessible to the public has pre¬ 
viously done more harm than good. 

“Councils throw plastic sheets over 
the front but it causes more damage 
because there’s biodegrading, a 
build-up of germs and paint sticks to 
the plastic - it kills the pieces,” he 
said. 

“By the time you get to look at it, 
it’s a mess and there’s nothing you 
can do.” 

When KoS went to see the piece 
earlier this week, the feeling among 
locals was generally one of positivity. 

Driver Anthony Ford, 58, from 
Whitfield, said: “My first thought was 
‘how on earth did that appear with¬ 
out anyone finding out?’ It’s enor¬ 
mous. 

“For Dover it’s a marvellous thing 
because nothing much happens 


here, it’s a little bit on the grotty side, 
if we’re being honest. 

“They ought to make that the 
Brexit logo. 

“Traditionalists will think it’s ru¬ 
ining the town but I reckon it’s great, 
he should cover up some more of the 
eyesores.” 


Whitstable street artist Catman, 
who has produced work around the 
county himself, was also a fan. 

“It looks like he’s gone back to his 
old roots, like something he would 
have done 10 or 15 years ago,” he 
said. 

“I think he’s more left-wing than 


right-wing, feels strongly about the 
EU and felt he had to produce some¬ 
thing like this. 

“The art versus vandalism debate 
is always a big question but he’s done 
it very tastefully. 

“I suspect he might not have done 
everything - someone else may have 


done the blue and the stars while he 
produced the workman. 

“Between them they could proba¬ 
bly produce a piece in 45 minutes. 

“He usually turns up with those 
red and white workman’s tents over¬ 
night but I don’t know how he got 
away with it.” 
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Train’s £ 600 m crossing scheme 

Could we be going back to the past as a consortium looks to attract major funds to a project which 
would see trams following the route of the Lower Thames Crossing to further ease congestion pains? 


By Emily King 

EmiLy.King@archant.co.uk 


A N ambitious scheme for 
a multi-million pound 
tram system to run 
alongside the new Lower 
Thames Crossing has 
been proposed - promising to cut 
congestion and link some of north 
Kent’s most iconic development areas. 

Running from north Kent to Essex, 
under the Thames, support appears 
to be gaining momentum - but bosses 
behind the scheme face a huge 
challenge to get the necessary 
funding. 

Last month the government backed 
a £6billion crossing east of Gravesend 
- known as Option C - as its preferred 
route for the Lower Thames Crossing, 
a route designed to ease the strain 
on the existing tunnel and bridge 
at Dartford. 

Figures suggest it will drain some 
14 per cent of the traffic currently 
using the Dartford Crossing. 

But with more than 50 million 
people reportedly using the crossing 
per year, there is now a fresh push to 
use the Gravesend crossing as the 
catalyst for a number of improved 
public transport links. 

The tram proposal claims it could 
reduce congestion by a further 10 per 
cent and would link such key high 
traffic areas as Bluewater, the 
developing Ebbsfleet Garden City and 
the proposed London Paramount 
Resort for the Swanscombe 
peninsula. 

The man behind the project is 
financial accountant Gordon Pratt 
who was previously involved in the 
London and Southern Counties 
Railway Consortium, a private sector 
consortium established in 2016 
pushing to deliver what is known as the 
Brighton Main Line Two - a second 
railway to run between London 
and Brighton. 

He has established KenEx Thames 
Transit which has drawn up plans to 
see three lines serving the local area 
if the tram scheme gains backing. 
Each tram could carry 200 people. 

Mr Pratt’s proposal suggests that 
one line would go from Grays to 
Greenhithe - stationed at Bluewater, 
including multiple stops within 
Ebbsfleet Garden City. 

Another would go from Grays to 
the proposed London Paramount 
resort at Swanscombe, and a 
final line linking the theme park 
to its car park. 

Financially it is projected to cost 
£600 million, according to finance 
experts from KenEx Thames Transit 
- a tenth of the total price of the Lower 
Thames Crossing. 

It is expecting the majority of costs 
to be met by private investors, but 
will also seek government money. 
The costs of using the service have 
not yet been estimated. 

Mr Pratt said: “Obviously it’s not as 
big as the Lower Thames Crossing, 
which is why it’ll be cheaper. 
We don’t have to provide for four 



FUTURE: Trams are enjoying a revival across Europe - but would they work here linking Kent with Essex? 



ROUTES: These are the three proposed services - but funding the ambitious project could be a stumbling block 


lanes, or long 
approach roads, it 
will just be one tram 
line there and the 
same one back. 

“Public transport 
options such as 
buses won’t work 
because you’ll get 
them through the 
tunnel then they’ll 
have to turn around 
and there just isn’t 
the room to do that 
in order to get them 
back. Trams go in, 
and then come 
back out. 

“The case for this 
idea is quite simple; 
roads in the area are 
often gridlocked, 
levels of pollution are 
affecting the public’s 
health, connectivity 
across the Thames is 
often disrupted in 
an area of high population density, 
classic rail connections are slow, and 
the area can become unattractive for 
homes and business investment. 

“Because of my involvement with 
the London and Southern Counties 
Transport Consortium, which is a 
privately financed project, I know the 
money is available for investment in 
rail infrastructure, so I’m hoping I’ll 
be able to firm it up soon.” 

James Willis, Liberal Democrat 
candidate for Gravesham is backing 
the scheme. He said: “Nothing is 
being done about public transport 
across the Thames. At present, there 
is a small ferry and a slow bus service 
that crosses, but that carries less than 
one per cent of crossing traffic. 

“It would not only reduce 
congestion, but also local pollution 
and resultant deaths which are at an 
all-time high in the area, and higher 
than any other area in Kent. The 


coroner’s office state that on average 
around 90 deaths per year in 
Dartford are due to pollution. The 
trams would be run with electricity, 
which could be paid for by fares 
to use the tram. 

“This would also be faster, 
cheaper, and more frequent than rail 
services between Grays and 
Northfleet, which require people to go 
into London first.” 

A spokesperson for Green Party 
Kent, said: “The whole idea seems like 
a superb alternative. We would 
almost whole-heartedly support this 
as an alternative form of crossing to 
the Lower Thames Crossing. We 
know it’s an idea to go alongside the 
new crossing due to be built, but 
that’s only going to increase traffic 
and congestion. Whereas this idea 
would reduce the number of cars 


on the roads, and is something we 
would rather see than the Lower 
Thames Crossing. 

“Trams are the past but they’re 
also the future, and we believe that 
the government should pay for 
this crossing. One hesitation we 
would have is if it was built through 
private financers.” 

However, Bob Lane, chairman of 
the Lower Thames Crossing 
Association, still stinging from the 
decision to build Option C amid 
claims Highways England skewed the 
consultation to ensure it was the 
selected route, said: “I haven’t got any 
thoughts on this proposal to be 
honest because I don’t think 
Highways England or the government 
will listen to it anyway.” 

Highways England chief Jim 
O’Sullivan declined to comment on 


specifics of the proposal but said: “The 
Lower Thames crossing 

route will greatly improve 
journeys as well as unlocking more than 
£8bn of economic benefits and create 
some 6,000 jobs. 

“The decision for a new crossing east of 
Gravesend and Tilbury is underpinned 
by years of studies, assessments and 
careful consideration of the record 
breaking response to our 2016 
consultation. As we progress there will be 
further consultation and opportunities 
to be part of shaping the detail 
for the area, now and for future 
generations.” 

A spokesperson for London 
Paramount also declined to comment 
on the proposal. 

Kent County Council failed to 
return our calls when asked about 
the project. 


12 Week ending May 14,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 


















OUR SALE NOW ON! 


Established 1981 


Over 61,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number ^"T 

of openers, White UPVC [ 

DOUBLE GLAZED 


4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 
E WINDOWS 


Our Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


5 WINDOWS 
£1,890„99„ 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,268 

7 WINDOWS 

£2.646 « T 


M £2,64 me vat 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

VI WINDOWS 


£1,891 i£9.t 
WINDOWS 


£2,364 r °9„ 

WINDOWS 


£2,836 

WINDOWS 


« £3,309% 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

Hie choice is yours! 


ate 

5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


15 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
v & Orangeries 


i__n 



r i 

Ml 

i, 




Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
Dund sun-porch wit 
the 


f An extra 

£100 off 


Celebrating over 36 years of 

lutiful windows...Guaranteed 

0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


~u m 

«Ml| 


Hurry 

Offers end 
23rd 
May 


Open 6 days a week 
Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5pm 


AS of ax installers ate CRB checked. 


AS HEARD ON h0£]rt I MMSfrl TigT I FENS/ 

1031 :C2J5 IIW _I B jj. i luj.jj. i j. i jj. 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


odiurutiy 3<im ■ upm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f & www.supaglazing.eom 


*1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE 
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FIRST CLASS ENTERTAINMENT 



CHARITY GALA 


CREEDS CROSS 

CELTIC JOURNEY 
ION 15 MAY 


THE < 
MO\ 


WITH &O&BY DAVRG, 
TWIST ft PtJLSE- TAKE 
THAT EXPEDIENCE ft MORE 

SUN 21 MAY 


AN EVENING WITH 
DES O'CONNOR 
MON 22 MAY 



Charity 
Gala Night 


TONY 

STOCKWEU 

PSYCHIC MEDIUM 

TUE 23 MAY 


BABE 

THE SHEEP PIG 

THU 25 ■ SUN 2B MAY 


KILLER QUEEN 

WED 24 MAY 


KILLER 

UEEN 



DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 

BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK 

TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 



n 
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Farage admits 
Ukip days may 
soon be over 
after wipeout 


The former party leader said many will question 
its purpose if Theresa May delivers The kind of 
Brexit voters wanted’ as the Greens again bang 
the drum for cooperation with Lib Dems and 
Labour in an effort to stop the Conservatives 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


IGEL Farage has admitted Ukip 
may only last another two years if 
Theresa May delivers “the kind of 
Brexit that voters wanted”. 
Questions were again raised 
over the party’s future post-Brexit as its repre¬ 
sentation on Kent County Council was com¬ 
pletely wiped out last week. 

After winning 17 seats in 2013 and becom¬ 
ing the main party of opposition to the Con¬ 
servatives, Ukip failed to win a single seat at 
County Hall when the results were announced 
last Friday, only claiming one single victory 
nationwide. 

And as the fallout rumbled into this week, 
Ukip Kent chair Richard Palmer announced 
his resignation from the party after criticism 
of its leader Paul Nuttall, with whom he shared 
a stage at a members’ meeting in Margate just 
weeks ago. 

Former MP Douglas Carswell, who defected 
from the party earlier this year, said Mr Farage 
was to blame for Ukip’s collapse, having put 
voters off with “angry outbursts” over immi¬ 
grants. 

Writing in the Mail On Sunday, Mr Carswell 
highlighted Mark Reckless’ victory in Roches¬ 
ter and Strood under a purple banner in 2014 
as a highpoint for Ukip, but that the party had 
been set back by its former leader’s outspoken 
comments ever since. 

“Ukip alone offered the chance of change. 
But we blew it,” he said. 

“We won almost 60 per cent of the vote in 
Clacton by talking about GPs, not just immi¬ 
gration. In Rochester, we won by reaching out 
beyond our base. 

“But rather than learn from that, Nigel 
Farage reverted to type. 

“On the day we triumphed in Clacton, the 
then Ukip leader majored on migrants with 
HIV. 

“Then he managed to end up in an argu¬ 
ment about mothers breastfeeding in public, 
before making rude noises about Romanians. 

“Why? Far from having a strategy, we 
seemed to be driven by whatever came out of 
Nigel’s mouth.” 

Responding this week, Mr Farage, who has 
lived in Westerham, and only recently ruled 
himself out of standing again as a parliamen¬ 
tary candidate in South Thanet next month, 
admitted his party’s future may be in the bal¬ 


ance if the prime minister achieves a clean 
Brexit. 

He said: “If, in two-and-a-half years’ time, 
Mrs May has delivered the kind of Brexit that 
voters wanted, then I think you could ask the 
question ‘what is Ukip’s future, where does it 
go from here?’. 

“It all looks and sounds fantastic but, as I 
say, we have got a career politician here whose 
record of delivery in the past has been very 
poor, so let’s see.” 

He dismissed Mr Carswell as a “rather un¬ 
trustworthy figure, which is why the Conserv¬ 
atives wouldn’t have him back at the election”. 

However, Chris Wells, leader of the party’s 
only council in the country in Thanet, said he 
didn’t trust the prime minister to deliver by 
2019 and insisted Ukip still had a role in 
putting pressure on the government, despite a 
disastrous election last week, in which he was 
beaten in the Cliftonville seat by both the Con¬ 
servatives’ Lesley Game and ex-Iraqi refugee 
Aram Rawf, who was standing for Labour. 

“It’s frustrating because I was out on the 
streets and there was no animosity or anger 
towards us as a party,” Cllr Wells told KoS. 

“I don’t think it’s understandable [that ques¬ 
tions remain over Ukip’s purpose] but people 
believe what others say about Ukip, so we need 
to make it clear what we need to do. 

“Theresa May will foul up Brexit in the next 
two years because she never wanted to do it in 
the first place. 

“She behaves as if she’s Margaret Thatcher 
in a Rule Brittania costume when it was not 
her view - any rational person will tell you it’s 
not going to happen and that’s why Ukip is 
needed.” 

Mr Rawf, who won 300 votes more than Cllr 
Wells last week, said: “It was considered an 
unwinnable seat for the Labour Party, but I 
put my heart into the campaign and I’m proud 
to have knocked Ukip into third place. 

“I feel I have helped wipe Ukip off the Kent 
County Council political map.” 

Cllr Wells previously held office as a Con¬ 
servative county councillor but despite failing 
to win back a seat as a Ukip candidate last 
week, he insisted he had no regrets. 

“There’s frustration of course but I don’t re¬ 
gret the decision [to move to Ukip], I’ve cer¬ 
tainly had more fortune and fun in these last 
two years as leader of our council. 

“I’ve now got two years to prove it can work 
again, that’s the real test for me.” 

Conservative candidate for Thanet North 
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FUTURE: Nigel Farage admitted Ukip may be finished if the PM delivers on Brexit, but Thanet council leader Chris Wells insists the party still 
has a future, despite winning no seats on KCC. Green Stuart Jeffery right, wants to team up with Labour and Lib Dems. Main pic: ADY KERRY 


Sir Roger Gale last week accused Cllr 
Wells of making a last ditch attempt 
to win over voters as news broke of a 
fresh investor looking to get planes 
flying again at Manston airport - a 
hot topic among the district’s elector¬ 
ate - just 24 hours before voters went 
to the polls. 

Cllr Wells said in response he had 
no influence over the timing of the 
announcement. 

Elsewhere in the fallout to last 
week’s election, the Green Party is 


again calling for a county-wide alli¬ 
ance with Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats to challenge the Conserv¬ 
atives. 

With the Tories winning 67 of the 
81 seats available, the Greens clearly 
feel a pact between the three is the 
only way to stop more blue domina¬ 
tion in next month’s general election. 

Labour parliamentary candidate 
for Chatham and Aylesford Vince Ma¬ 
ple, who is the party’s leader on Med¬ 
way Council, has already ruled out 


such an alliance, insisting Labour in¬ 
tends to fight every seat ahead of the 
vote on June 8. 

However, with Labour’s represen¬ 
tation on KCC decimated after losing 
eight seats, and the Lib Dems also 
failing to make any gains, the Greens, 
who successfully defended their one 
council seat in Hythe, want the par¬ 
ties to join forces over the coming 
weeks. 

“With Labour and Lib Dems losing 
ground and the Tories polling at 


record levels we believe it is time to do 
politics differently which is why we 
have once again reached out across 
Kent,” said Kent Greens co-chair, Stu¬ 
art Jeffery. 

“The aim is simple, work together 
to field a single ‘progressive’ candi¬ 
date in each Kent seat who is en¬ 
dorsed by all three parties. 

“The candidates’ have two key 
promises, to fight for proportional 
representation and to stop an ex¬ 
treme Brexit. 


“Sadly there have been no positive 
responses. 

“As none of us are strong enough to 
win any of the seats in Kent on our 
own it is almost as if they want the 
status quo of traditional party divides 
to remain and ensure another five 
years of Conservative government. 

“Not to even be prepared to discuss 
the possibility of such an agreement 
is short sighted in the least.” 

He added: “I hope voters will re¬ 
member this.” 



Hollywood 250cm Sliding Door Wardrobe | Usual price £1899 | SALE PRICE £1499 

Price includes LED 4 light frame, door dampers, choice of colours, delivery and assembly. Other sizes available up to 400cm as illustrated 
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Who will you vote for 
in June 8 elections? 



All candidates were confirmed this 
week in the race for Westminster. 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


M ORE than 90 
candidates were this 
week selected by their 
political parties to 
contest seats in 
Kent in next months general 
election. 

The Conservatives will be looking 
to defend control of all 17 
constituencies on June 8 and are 
widely expected to do just that. 

Labour, the Liberal Democrats and 
the Green Party will be competing 
with them across the county, 
however, while Ukip has fielded a 
total of 15 candidates. 

There are also a handful of 
independents as well as 
candidates from minority parties 
such as the Christian Peoples 
Alliance, Women’s Equality Party 
and The Official Monster Raving 
Loony Party. 

Here is the full list of candidates in 
each Kent constituency. 


ASHFORD 

Sally Gathern (Labour) 

Adrian Gee-Turner (Lib Dems) 
Damian Green (Cons) 

Gerald O’Brien (Ukip) 

Mandy Rossi (Green) 

CANTERBURY 

Julian Brazier (Cons) 

Rosie Duffield (Labour) 

James Flanagan (Lib Dems) 
Henry Stanton (Green) 

CHATHAM 
AND AYLESFORD 

Nicole Bushill (Ukip) 

Tracey Crouch (Cons) 

John Gibson (Christian) 
Bernard Hyde (Green) 

Vince Maple (Labour) 

Thomas Quinton (Lib Dems) 

DARTFORD 

Ola Adewunmi (Independent) 
Simon Beard (Lib Dems) 
Andrew Blatchford (Green) 
Ben Fryer (Ukip) 

Gareth Johnson (Cons) 
Bachchu Kaini (Labour) 


DOVER 

Stacey Blair (Labour) 

Simon Dodd (Lib Dems) 

Charlie Elphicke (Cons) 

Beccy Sawbridge (Green) 

Piers Wauchope (Ukip) 

GRAVESHAM 

Mandy Garford (Labour) 

Adam Holloway (Cons) 

Marna Gilligan (Green) 

Emmanuel Feyisetan (Ukip) 
Michael Rogan (Independent) 
James Willis (Lib Dems) 

FAVERSHAM AND MID KENT 

Michael Desmond (Labour) 
Alastair Gould (Green) 

Mark McGiffin (Ukip) 

David Naghi (Lib Dems) 

Helen Whately (Cons) 

FOLKESTONE AND HYTHE 

Lynne Beaumont (Lib Dems) 
Damian Collins (Cons) 

Laura Davison (Labour) 

David Plumstead (Independent) 
Stephen Priestley (Ukip) 

Naomi Slade (Independent) 

Martin Whybrow (Green) 

GILLINGHAM AND RAINHAM 

Paul Chaplin (Lib Dems) 

Rehman Chishti (Cons) 

Martin Cook (Ukip) 


Clive Gregory (Green) 

Roger Peacock (Christian) 

Andy Stamp (Labour) 

MAIDSTONE AND THE WEALD 

Emily Fermor (Lib Dems) 

Helen Grant (Cons) 

Stuart Jeffery (Green) 

Yolande Kenward (Independent) 
Allen Simpson (Labour) 

Pamela Watts (Ukip) 

ROCHESTER AND STROOD 

David Allen (Ukip) 

Steve Benson (Christian) 

Primerose Chiguri (Independent) 
Sonia Hyner (Green) 

Teresa Murray (Labour) 

Bart Ricketts (Lib Dems) 

Kelly Tolhurst (Cons) 

SEVENOAKS 

Alan James Bullion (Lib Dems) 
Christopher Robert Clark (Labour) 
Graham Russell Cushway (Ukip) 
Philip Dodd (Green) 

Michael Fallon (Cons) 

SITTINGBOURNE 
AND SHEPPEY 

Mike Baldock (Independent) 
Gordon Henderson (Cons) 

Mark Lindop (Green) 

Lee McCall (Independent) 

Keith Nevols (Lib Dems) 


Mike Rolfe (Labour) 

Mad Mike Young (Monster) 

SOUTH THANET 

Raushan Ara (Labour) 

Faith Fisher (Christian) 

Tim Garbutt (Independent) 

Craig Mackinlay (Cons) 

Rev. Stuart Piper (Ukip) 

Trevor Roper (Green) 

Jordan Williams (Lib Dems) 

THANET NORTH 

Clive Egan (Ukip) 

Roger Gale (Cons) 

Martyn Pennington (Lib Dems) 
Frances Rehal (Labour) 

Ed Targett (Green) 

Iris White (Christian) 

TONBRIDGE AND MALLING 

Colin Bullen (Ukip) 

April Clark (Green) 

Dylan Jones (Labour) 

Keith Miller (Lib Dems) 

Tom Tugendhat (Cons) 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Trevor Bisdee (Green) 

Greg Clark (Cons) 

Chris Hoare (Ukip) 

Rachel Sadler (Lib Dems) 

Celine Thomas (Women’s Equality 
Party) 

Charles Woodgate (Labour) 



Kent Life 

Kent on Sunday 

FOOD 

& DRINK 

AWARDS 2017 


Pub of the Year 

Outstanding Customer Service 
Product/Producer of the Year 
Family Dining Award 
Chef of the Year 


Restaurant of the Year 
Independent Cafe / Tea Room 
of the Year 

Best Independent Food & Drink 
Retailer 


Newcomer of the Year 
Food & Drink Hero of the Year 
Farm Shop of the Year 
Farmers’ Market of the Year 


Proudly sponsored by 


Visit www.kentfda.co.uk 

to nominate and find out more 


Perrys 


i rnbermoster 


/KentFoodandDrinkA wards 


Nominate your 
favourites today 
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Bathroom y HUGE Discounts at East Kent's 
/ Largest Bathroom Showroom 

01797 363623 

www.a 11 bits.co.uk 
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Salamander Twin 
Shower Pumps 
1.5 bar £99 
2.0 bar £109 



Aqualisa 
Aquarian 
Shower & Kit 



Aqualisa 
609 Showers 
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Inta CoolFlo 
Safetouch 
Thermostatic 
Bar Shower 

with 

Flexible Slider 
Rati Kit 

RRPftSO 

NOW £99 



Fully Assembled 
Easy Clean 
Gloss White Finish 
Metal Drawer Liners 
Soft Close Doors 
Soft Close Seat 
Free Delivery 

Now Only £599 


HatlMH'CpK^g 


900 x 450-£139.99 
1050x400-£139.99 

1050x450-£149.99 

• 

27" Immersion-£16.99 
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Aqualisa Quartz 
Shower & Kit 

AquaJisa Quartz Digital 
Exposed Shower & Kit 


QZD.A1 EV H 


QZD A2EV14 




RRP-£9U§ RRPF359 

NOW £590 NOW £649 


FREE Digital Wireless 
Remote Control Switch worth £139* 


Aquadart Venturi 6 Shower Offer 
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FREE ihermosLjiic 
shower vitve 


6mm Toughened safety glass 
Available in 2 sizes - EKXI or 3Q®mm 
1900niTn high (excluding tray] 

Polished silver finish, clear glass 

Clean & Clear 1 '* glass protection system 

Lifetime Guarantee 

Complete with stone resin tray 

Slimline height of 45mm 

50mm Chrome turbo shower waste 


Cat] us NOW on 01797 363623 for more Trade Counter ^|| Prices Include VA' 
SPEC IAL OFFERS or visit our showroom Free Delivery 

ALLBITS PLUMBING SUPPLIES - Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road 
Mountfield Industrial Estate, New Romney, Kent, TN288LH 




0 


Opening Times 
Man - Fri 7.30 - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00pm 
Sunday Cfosed 
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FOLLOWING TEN YEARS OF THE AGATHA CHRISTIE THEATRE COMPANY A NEW 
THRILLER FROM THE BEST WOMAN CRIME WRITER SINCE CHRISTIE 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 


BILL KENWRIGHT 
PRESENTS 


ANDREW LANCEL SOPHIE WARD 
MARK WYNTER DEBORAH GRANT 
SHIRLEY ANNE FIELD 
ANTONY COSTA BEN NEALON 


Theatre Company 
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Macron win sparks Stack fears 


Freight bosses warn of “catastrophic” impact on business and traffic across Kent if the newly-elected 
French president tears up existing agreement on cross-Channel border controls. Tom Pyman reports 


T HERESA May is being urged to 
hold crunch talks with the newly- 
elected French president over fears 
his plans to tear up a crucial treaty 
between the two countries would 
spark gridlock across Kent. 

Freight bosses are calling on the prime 
minister to convince Emmanuel Macron not 
to renegotiate the agreement which permits 
British border officials to operate on French 
soil, known as the Le Touquet Treaty, as he 
suggested he could throughout his recent 
election campaign. 

The Tunbridge Wells-based Freight Trans¬ 
port Association (FTA) warns the agreement 
is instrumental in preventing unnecessary 
congestion occurring at Britain’s ports, and 
ensuring the continued movement of goods 
between the UK and continental Europe with 
as little delay as possible. 

Mr Macron reportedly told Mrs May when 
they met at Downing Street in February he 
was willing to work to “improve” the deal 
signed in 2003, but greater assurance is 
needed over the coming weeks and months, 
according to the industry. 

“The repatriation of border controls to the 
UK from France would have disastrous effects 
on the UK’s logistics industry, as well as on 
general traffic through the Channel ports,” 
said Pauline Bastidon, FTA’s head of Europe¬ 
an policy. 

“The Port of Dover has insufficient space to 
accommodate additional immigration checks 
- implementing such a change on UK soil 
would severely disrupt the cross-Channel 
flow of goods. 

“At the current levels of activity, it would 
mean that supply chains are slowed down, 
with lengthy delays for both passenger and 
freight transport. 

“This could, in turn, be catastrophic for 
just-in-time supply chains and cargoes of a 
time-sensitive nature, such as perishable 
goods. 

“There is also the risk of giving the impres¬ 
sion to people smugglers that the French border 
is now ‘open’, which could lead to a return of 
large numbers of migrants heading to the UK. 

“This would increase the safety risks for driv¬ 
ers, who would once again see their vehicles 
targeted as they approached the Channel ports. 

“Currently, checks are undertaken before 
trucks leave the continent, removing stowa¬ 
ways before the vehicles board ferries or enter 
the Channel Tunnel. 

“Removing this possibility would also place 
operators in a difficult situation and make 
them even more liable for the heavy penalties 
imposed by UK Border Force when stowa¬ 
ways are found on board vehicles. 

“Every year, around £119bn worth of trade 
passes through the maritime Calais-Dover route. 

“Moving immigration controls would dis¬ 
rupt this valuable trade lifeline and cause sig¬ 
nificant delays on both sides of the Channel. 

“We urge both governments to maintain 
the status quo, in order to protect cross- 
Channel trade which is of vital importance to 
both the UK and France.” 

The prime minister responded this week by 
saying a discussion over border controls be¬ 
tween the two countries would be on the 
cards after the general election next month. 

During an election campaign visit in 
north-west London, Mrs May said: “It works 
for the benefit of both the UK and France and 
obviously in the government that is elected 
after June 8, we will be sitting down and talk¬ 
ing to Monsieur Macron and others about 



Ensemble, la France/ 

J n* \ 2 011 


TRIUMPH: 

Emmanuel Macron 
was crowned 
president across 
the Channel on 
Sunday, but what 
does his victory 
mean for us? 


how that system has worked both to the ben¬ 
efit of France, as well as for the benefit of the 
UK.” 

Speaking as MP for Dover and Deal earlier 
this year, Charlie Elphicke - who will be look¬ 
ing to defend his seat in June’s election - has 
also warned colleagues in the House of Com¬ 
mons of the need for the constituency to be 
ready for formally leaving the European Un¬ 
ion on day one. 

He said the 14-hour queues seen in swelter¬ 
ing heat at the port last summer - caused by 
tightened security in France in light of recent 
terror attacks, as well as a lack of staff on the 
border - would look “a tea party compared 
with what will happen if we are not ready for 
Brexit”. 

Mrs May tried to provide reassurance back 
in March by saying: “The Home Office will be 
looking very closely at what measures need 
to be in place for Brexit for those coming 
across the border into Dover.” 

The government has attempted to allay 
fears of Operation Stack rearing its head as it 
did for large periods of 2015, by committing 
£250m to a huge lorry park “the size of Dis¬ 
neyland”, proposed to be built just off the 
M20. Stack sees stretches of the M20 turned 
into a giant lorry park when there are prob¬ 
lems at the ports which in turn forces regular 
motorway traffic on to A and B roads causing 
local frustrations. 

Some campaigners, however, as well as the 
government’s transport select committee, 
have raised objections with the plans and 


fundraising is ongoing in an attempt to 
launch a judicial review of the decision. 

Le Touquet has been criticised in France for 
leaving the country to deal with huge num¬ 
bers of migrants attempting to travel to Kent, 
and the prime minister’s stance over the row 
was slammed by Liberal Democrat foreign af¬ 
fairs spokesman Tom Brake this week. 

“Theresa May has adopted Ukip’s rhetoric, 
and now she is adopting their incompetence 
too,” he said. 

“The Conservatives have repeatedly 
claimed that Brexit will have no impact on 
border agreements with France, but now the 
prime minister has admitted that they are up 
for negotiation. 

“Changes to Le Touquet will mean an up¬ 
heaval for people travelling across the Chan¬ 
nel, risk making our country less secure, and 
are yet another consequence of the Conserva¬ 
tive approach to Brexit. 

“This is another clear reason why the Brit¬ 
ish people must have the final say on the 
Brexit deal.” 

Mr Macron was victorious over the far- 
right leader Marine Le Pen on Sunday, though 
there have been fears his pro-Europe stance 
will hinder Mrs May in her Brexit negotia¬ 
tions. 

MEP for the south east and former Folke¬ 
stone and Hythe candidate for Ukip, Janice 
Atkinson, told KoS earlier this year Kent 
would be “a safer place” if Mme Le Pen was 
elected, due to her pledge to end the free 
movement of migrants through France. 


5 DAYS 


SCENIC 
SCOTLAND £255 


COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND 


LOCH AWE HOTEL 

ARGYLLSHIRE 


TripAdvisor 


MONDAY 5 th JUNE 


A 5 day holiday staying at our 
Loch Awe Hotel. There will be 
an excursion everyday including 
the Isles of Mull and Iona, Oban, 
Inveraray & Cruachan Power 
Station. 


TOUR INCLUDES _ 

4 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. 
Excursions. 


PICKUP FROM_ 

Gillingham, Chatham, Rochester, Strood, Gravesend, 
Northfleet, Dartford, Birchanger Services 


L0CHS.C0M 
01389 713713 
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UTC starts to shine but is its 
breed under mortal threat? 


We go inside an innovative school in 
Dartford to see why it’s so different 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

HE ocean of education is 
rarely a calm one. 

From the perils of 
whirlpools sucking away 
shrinking budgets, to staff 
suffering sea sickness due to the ever 
increasing workloads, or battling the 
relentless waves of demands from 
each successive government, the 
propsect of tranquility is perhaps as 
fantastical as Moby Dick. 

Yet amid this white foam of activity, 
it can sometimes be easy to overlook 
some genuinely fascinating additions 
to the education mix. 

The University Technical College 
(UTC) should, perhaps, be proclaimed 
as one of the more innovative crafts to 
set sail. The only problem is that it 
may have already sprung a 
link elsewhere in the country which 
could yet sink the best efforts right 
here in Kent. 

Launched some seven years ago, 
the focus is on vocational education 
with a twist. Designed for 14 to 18 


year olds, they offer a specialism in 
engineering, science, maths and 
technology - or STEM as they’re 
collectively known. 

The aim is to work closely with 
business to develop an environment 
where those with a more vocational 
bent can mould their talents in order 
to be perfect for the skills demanded 
of industry. 

In concept, it is hard to argue with. 
Long has been the argument that 
pushing all students down an 
academic pathway is failing those for 
whom a more practical vocational 
education would be far more 
beneficial. 

A thrust intensified by the 
continuing complaint from British 
industry that there is a ’chronic’ skills 
shortage in the likes of engineering 
that must be addressed. 

Certainly life has not been straight 
forward for the young UTC brigade 
(see box off) but one of is number in 
Kent packs an almighty punch. 

Leigh UTC, part of the Leigh 
Academies Trust, sits as the end of a 
modern estate just a few minutes 



CONFIDENT: Principal Steve 
Leahey is hopeful for the future 

drive from the Dartford tunnel. On 
one side are major industrial 
complexes housing the likes of high- 
tech firm the SEM Group. On the 
other a housing estate. 

And there, straddling the two, is 
the shiny new UTC. A better metaphor 
you couldn’t ask for. 

The building itself is bright, modern 
and jam-packed with cutting edge 
equipment. Quite literally. Its 


workshops are full of high powered 
cutting, drilling and shaping gear 
which would not look out of place in 
SEM down the road. Which is handy 
as it is one a number of major 
businesses which have invested in 
the college. 

Hours at the school emulate 
that of the working day, students 
dress as for work - so it’s suits and ties 
- and the atmosphere is tangibly 
different. There is a more 
relaxed, grown up feel. Although that 
may, sadly, be in part at the 
least due to the fact its running only 
at a third of capacity. Try as you 
might to see past it, it is just a little, 
well, empty. 

It has struggled to herald its unique 
selling point in a crowded education 
mix in a town which already has 
selective and non-selectives and the 
lure of further education colleges at 
16 once the basic academic exams 
have run their course. 

Perhaps its biggest stumbling block 
is the most basic one - that to start the 
UTC you do so at 14 - which means 
upping roots at that delicate stage for 
a teenager and starting afresh. 

All of which is a crying shame in 
this case because the Leigh UTC has 
an Ofsted which described as good 
bordering on outstanding. 




Steve Leahey is the experienced 
principal of the UTC. He explains: 
“We know more than any other 
school once a parent is through the 
doors and sees how impressive this 
place is, then the majority end up as 
bums on seat. Our problem is getting 
them through the door in the first 
place.” 

One solution to this issue has been 
the creation of the Inspiration 
Academy - currently under 
construction on a site immediately 
opposite. It has already proved a 
success with more than 300 
applications for the 140 places. The 
first intake of Year 7s will arrive in 
September, and be housed in the UTC 


B&K MASTERS & SON 

All kinds of 
commercial and 
private fencing, 
landscaping and 
groundwork. 
Free estimate. 

For further details 



Contact us now! 

t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 
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id Fish, Koi^ 
Pond Plants 

Now 

in stock J\ 


New Online 

Stare 
now open 

www.litflefishshop.co.uk 


Juwei 
Aquarium 
with Free 
cabinet 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk | 42 London Road | Teynham | ME9 9QN 
01795 520023 | www.littlefishshop.co.uk 
Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 


Aquariums and aquatic accessories 


For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical 

• Coldwater# Ponds 

• Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds • Pumps 

• Liners and much more 


Also now available 

• Chicken Coops 

• Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Hutches & Runs 


We specialise in providing many types 
of marine, pond, cold water and ^ 
tropical fish to fill your aquarium, ^ ^ 
as well as fish tanks to help Jg* 
you grow your coilectiQffl'* 


ANDYGRAHAM 

BUILDER 

30 years experience 


Brickwork - Garden Walls, Patios, 
Renovations 
Pointing - All types undertaken 
Mathematical Tiling - The smart 
alternative to cladding 
General Building 


T 07522 232390 
E andyg5446@gmail.com 
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HOTELS AVAILABLE FROM MAY TO OCTOBER 201 7 OWN THUn I. 


All Inclusive £ PER PERSON PER NIGHT 
3* Hotel Olympic from £25 

3★ Hotel Planamar from £25 

3^ Hotel Summer Sun from £25 

3* Hotel Cartago Novo from £28 

4* Hotel Royal Sun from £32 

4+Hotel Royal Beach/Star from £32 

4* Hotel Calella Palace from £32 


Half Board 

3* Hotel Reymar/Playa 
3+ Hotel Riviera 
4* Hotel Caprici 
3 ★ Hotel Stella & Spa 
3+ Hotel Papi 
3★ Hotel Catalonia 
4 ★ Hotel Florida Park 


£ PER PERSON PER NIGHT 


from 

from 


£19 

£19 


from £22 
from £22 
from £23 

from £25 
from £30 


RING NOW! 
YOUR FREE 
BROCHURE 


ferriscoachhalidays.co.uk 

==01443 844222 


SIGN UP0S&0 
FOR THE 
LATEST 
OFFERS 0; 
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‘UTCS ARE UNDER REAL THREAT’ 



IMPRESSIVE : The Leigh UTC provides an interesting addition to the educational mix in Dartford and in the next 
academic year it will unveil the Inspiration Academy alongside it. 


building until the new school 
building opens for business next 
February. 

Every student enrolling will be 
guaranteed a place at the UTC - if 
they want it - if not then 
they can move to one of the other 
schools which sit under the trust’s 
umbrella, which includes the likes of 
the Leigh, Wilmington and Longfield 
academies. And the curriculum 
will include all the regular subjects 
but with a focus on STEM. 

Mr Leahey is aware of the challenge 
he faces to the UTC concept. 

“But it’s like a business - don’t 


know many who open their doors 
and are hugely successful 
immediately - it takes time to 
develop.” 

Swing a left after going into the 
well-lit atrium of the building 
and you enter what appears to be a 
factory floor. There are countless 
high-end machinery. We meet a 
bright lad working on an electric car 
prototype. He’s apparently impressed 
so much he’s hoping to land a job 
with a Formula 1 team. Here local 
firms arrive and brief students on 
projects, working to deadlines and 
with clear targets. 


Adds Mr Leahy: “Years ago, 
businesses would turn up at events 
and say schools just aren’t producing 
the skill sets required and what are 
they doing about it? 

“Our governing board is made 
up of business people. Chair of 
governors is a managing director, our 
vice chair is head of a company. They 
want my head always turned and 
tilted to what businesses are 
looking for.” 

For the sake of the Leigh UTC, the 
community should not only discover 
it but embrace it to ensure its long 
term prosperity. 


The UTC concept was created by 
Lord Dearing - the civil servant 
whose long career examining 
education would lead to the 
acceptance of university tuition 
fees - and Lord Baker, better 
known as many as Kenneth 
Baker from his days serving in 
the cabinet of Margaret Thatcher. 

Launched in 2010, a flurry 
opened over the following years, 
including those in Dartford and 
Medway - both areas with a rich 
industry heritage. 

But the path has been far from 
smooth - most significantly when 
it comes to attracting sufficient 
numbers. 

Billy Camden is a reporter at 
weekly education industry 
newspaper Schools Week and 
followed the plight of UTC since 
their launch. 

He explains: “There is a true 
threat to the UTCs model being 
abolished. There are clear 
problems; seven of them have 
closed or have announced 
closure, 60 per cent of UTCs 
visited by Ofsted have been 
given ‘inadequate’ or ‘requires 
improvement ’ ratings. ’ ’ 

In a recent report by Schools 
Week, it revealed student 
numbers had fallen at 13 of the 20 
UTCs which provided data. 
Eleven per cent were at less than 
half capacity. 

Mr Camden adds: “It is very 
rare you would find a Year 9 who 
wants to switch school by choice 


at age 14. At this age the pupil is 
comfortable in a learning 
environment, they’re following a 
curriculum that has become 
familiar to them, and they want to 
stay with their peer groups. It is a 
big step at the age of 14 to then 
move into a new situation and 
pick up a new ethos of an 
establishment. 

“In addition, a lot of the 
technical expertise which could 
be delivered post-16 is already 
available through further 
education colleges so it raises 
the question of why do you want 
to bring in UTCs in the first 
place? 

“It would be wise for govern¬ 
ment to pause the programme 
and completely re-evaluate how 
UTCs are run, and seriously 
consider dropping recruitment at 
14.” 

So is the Leigh UTC’s Inspira¬ 
tion Academy a sensible 
solution? 

Adds Mr Camden: “It is a 
really interesting proposal and 
one that can be made possible 
because the UTC is in a multi¬ 
academy trust. Pupils have an 
easy option of moving to one of 
its mainstream academies if the 
technical route is not one they 
want to pursue at 14. It might not 
be so simple for a standalone 
UTC. 

“Time will tell if this model is a 
successful one that other UTCs 
could follow.” 


GET 6 ISSUES 



Subscribe to Kent Life 
magazine today 

Each issue brings you the people, places, 
food and drink and events that make life 
in Kent special. Enjoy free delivery 
direct to your door. 
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Parish records chart the evolution 
of Hildenborough over the decades 


A local historian who spent months poring over council records has published a book which provides 
a fascinating glimpse back in time at the growth, development and community events of one village 



SCENES: The book is packed with pictures from the archives which captures what life was like for those living there 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


T is said every village has a tale 
to tell - and now Hildenbor¬ 
ough is highlighting its own. 

In a new book entitled Tales 
for a Kent Village, local histori¬ 
an and author Maurice Nairne has 
gone way back in time to chart the 
village’s birth and development. 

He spent months poring over par¬ 
ish council archives and records bur¬ 
ied deep in the county council’s 
vaults to deliver what he hopes is the 
definitive guide to a village perhaps 
most famous today for producing 
double Olympic gold medal winner 
Kelly Holmes. 

The result is an astonishing labour 
of love weighing in at 206 pages and 
in excess of 60 pictures and illustra¬ 
tions. 

It is entitled Tales from a Kent Vil¬ 
lage and is as seen through the ex¬ 
tensive, often beautifully hand writ¬ 
ten notices, records and decisions. 

The parish council gives an ac¬ 
count of events in the village as re¬ 


corded in the minutes books of the 
council dating back to its inaugura¬ 
tion in 1894. 

There is so much covered too, in¬ 
cluding its fire brigade, hall, green, 
recreation ground, charities, schools, 
allotments, roads, paths, public 
health, water, plus of course the 
wars, and even bad smells. 

There are detailed accounts of cel¬ 
ebrations to mark events like the dia¬ 
mond jubilee of 1897, the silver jubi¬ 
lee of 1935 and the coronations of 
1902, 1911 and 1937. 

Mr Nairne told us: “A few years ago 
a member of Hildenborough parish 
council who was helping out in the 
village library made a discovery. 
Languishing in the office was a large 
volume with the words ‘minute book’ 
on the cover. 

“It covered the years from 1938 to 
1952 and was apparently an un¬ 
claimed relic of a history exhibition 
held some years ago. 

“It was a fascinating insight into 
Hildenborough’s life during a period 
including the war years. 

“It was decided to look at other 
minute books held in Maidstone. 


“Detailed notes of the contents of 
these records were written up by 
hand and a copy presented to the re¬ 


cently formed Hildenborough Histo¬ 
ry Society with another retained by 
the council. Some took the view that 


perhaps, soon to be forgotten and 
gathering dust in a cupboard some¬ 
where, it might be worth publishing 



> 4 ' 


Mill HOT 


NEW 

rjavrj r /j rm 

DAY 





Mt EPHRAIM CARDENS, FAVERSHAM, KENT 
AUGUST 25-27 

A delightful weekend in the country with good/aod, great been* and the very best in 
prog, classic rock, folk and blues music 

John lees' 

BARCLAY JAMES HARVEST 
JETHRO TULL'S 
MARTIN BARRE.BAND 

raMMim LINDISFARNE KING KING 

Martin Turner ex WISHBONE ASH SOFT MACHINE 10 EARTH SOLSTICE EDGAR BROUGHTON * GRYPHON 
THE FIERCE & THE DEAD * HOME SERVICE THISTRAWBS DR FEELGOOD PARADISE 3 TOMMY JUSTICE 
PEARL HANDLED REVOLVER' DEL BROMHAM'S BLUES DEVILS JACKIE LYNTON BAND OPENSIGHT HOUSE OF H (X-UFO) 
KINDRED SPIRIT' TRUE DECEIVERS' JACKIE McAULEY BAND DENNIS GREAVES & MARK FELTHAM19 Below Zero! & more 

CAMPING, PRE-PTTCUED CAMPING and CLAMPING available. FREE PARKING 
We(I stocked bars with a selection of real ales md lagcmjiwi award winning brewers CanterWw, Wanfcum and Brihiri’s oldest brtwm 
Shepherd Weamjc, plus 2107 award winning ciders from Kentish Pip, alt @ £3,50 a pint. Food & Crajt Stalls, Music Workshops & more 

BEFORE! JULY: Ad vet nee ID AY TICKET £96 ' Single Dcry Tickets from £3? 

Fiunily, and Group HckeK ako availably q\ tUitflunled prices 

TICKET HOTLINE 0844 384 2920 Full details and tickets online at: 

www.anewdayfestival.com 
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CHANGES: Just some of the village characters whose stories are told by the local historian 


the notes so that they became avail¬ 
able to a wider audience. Thus, 
Hildenborough Parish Council has 
published the book with the support 
of the society.” 

It seems boy racers are nothing 
new. There were complaints in 1908 
when the speed limit was raised from 
14 to 20mph, and in 1910, locals 
moaned about “reckless” tradesmen 
and “careless cyclists”. In 1923, a 
speed limit of lOmph for lorries was 
imposed and it was cut to 8mph for 
cars the following year. 

In 1941, it was agreed the village 
children needed a bomb shelter and 


one was agreed for 159 students - Mr 
Nairne said the trouble was that 
there were 229 of them. One council¬ 
lor said the Scout hut provided ample 
safety. 

Another bizarre story from 1946 
was the 501bs of raisins and sultanas 
along with some tinned peas and 
pears which arrived from South Af¬ 
rica for locals suffering rations. A 
council committee selected the lucky 
ones to receive a share. 

In 1952, a job shortage saw 80 ap¬ 
plications to be caretaker of the Drill 
Hall, or perhaps it was the lure of the 
three bed cottage that went with it, 


plus f 3 a week. 

Mr Nairne said: “I was fascinated 
by the stories I found. Many were 
simple and many affected a lot of peo¬ 
ple locally. 

“It was a slice of history I did not 
want to see disappear forever. It is 
these small things from a village his¬ 
tory that help make that history live 
on. 

“People come and go, but the his¬ 
tory they create with their decisions 
and deeds never will. 

“It took a lot of painstaking work to 
complete this book, reading some 
beautifully hand-written records 


SALE: Copies of the book, below, are on sale now 


that in themselves must 
have taken forever to 
complete. 

“We have marked plen¬ 
ty of Royal celebrations 
too from Queen Victoria 
in 1897 and her diamond 
jubilee which saw 530 
people be served by 40 
waiters lamb roast, boiled 
beef, ham, veal, tarts, jel¬ 
lies, blancmange, tartlets, 
cheese, salad, beer, lem¬ 
onade and ginger beer.” 

The plight of the village youth was 
also questioned in the AOs and ‘40s 
during discussions about the recrea¬ 
tion ground use. 

Many councillors were worried 
about children using it on Sundays 
and some said games should be 
banned during church services. 

Mr Nairne said: “Some felt that 
games should not be played whilst 


others considered that 
they should be restrict¬ 
ed during the hours of 
services. In 1947 the 
vicar, the Rev EWE 
Fraser, the council 
chairman, was report¬ 
ed as saying that whilst 
nothing should be 
done to make it more 
difficult for people to go 
to church, young peo¬ 
ple are better employed 
playing healthy games on Sunday, 
rather ‘than lounging about on the 
street corners or sitting in stuffy cin¬ 
emas watching questionable films’.” 
■ Copies of the book can be ob¬ 
tained from: The Clerk, Hilden¬ 
borough Parish Council, 60 
Knowsley Way Hildenborough, 
Tonbridge, TN11 9LQ, Price £10 
plus £1.60 if posted to an ad¬ 
dress outside the village. 


Rosemary Nurseries 

Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT ^ 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

Find us between Margate Cemetery and the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. Airport 

• Blossom and fruiting Trees • New seasons shrubs • Roses 
• Groundcover and Cottage Garden Plants • Herbs 
• Seasonal Bedding £2.00 per tray • Plants for Baskets and Tubs £1.50 each 

Summer Baskets available from the end of May 
Basket filling service bring your baskets to us now to make and 
grow on - collect them at the end of May 
Opening hours Mon - Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4 
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Margate, Ramsgate, 8 road stairs. Birchington, Pegwelf, Herne Bay, Whitstable, Canterbury, Folkestone, Blythe, Ashford, Maidstone, Maargate 


Margate, Ramsgate, Broadstairs, Birchington, Pegwelf, Herne Bay, Whftstable, Canterbury, Folkestone, 







* Refurbish merits* Repairs* New Builds* 

* Steps*Balconies*Garages*Porches* 

*Conservatories* 
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Meridian Membranes 


The Future in Flat Roofing 


Putting the faith back into flat roofing! 


Margate, Ramsgate, Br 


EPFS 
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Make sure all eye 
are on you with 
guide inside 
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BRIDAL 



Say yes... 
to the high 
street dress 


G ONE are the days when 
buying a wedding dress 
means spending hours 
and hours in stuffy 
boutiques, a six-month 
wait for the gown to arrive 
and a minimum four-figure 
price tag. 

More and more high 
street retailers are 
enter- t . te* 

ing the \ 
bridal- 
wear 
game, 

offering ^ 
beautiful 
gowns in 
the 

sub-£500 
(and even 


sub-£100) bracket. With most 
collections available online too, the 
dress of your dreams could be just a 
few clicks away. 

Here’s our pick of the high street 
bridalwear top five... 



r . f* 


V 


WHISTLES 

Style: The retailer’s inaugural 
wedding collection mixes 
modern shapes and ornate 
fabrics, with standout pieces 
including a flowing one 
shoulder lace gown and a 
tiered pleated column dress. 
Not set on a dress? Try the 
Seventies-esque ruffled 
jumpsuit. 
Prices: £499 to £699 
Best for: Tradition 
with a twist 





BOOHOO 

Style: Boohoo’s dresses are the 
most affordable of all, but they’re 
surprisingly expensive-looking, 
thanks to an abundance of bead 
detailing and lace overlays. For 
brides who don’t want to go 
floor-length, there are some very 
pretty midi and knee-length styles. 
Prices: £30 to £50 
Best for: Shoestring budgets 


TOPSHOP 


ASOS 

Style: Decidedly trend-led, the 
ASOS bridal collection is aimed 
at a younger clientele, with 
beachy, sexy dresses and a 
couple of Curve options too. 
There’s even a white maxi 
T-shirt dress for the most 
laid-back of brides- .. 

Prices: £95 to £350 A - 
Best for: Trend-setter 


Style: The first ever Topshop 
Bride collection, which has just 
launched, comprises five 
limited-edition dresses in 
classic silhouettes but with 
fashion-forward touches, like 
thin satin ties and cold 
shoulder necklines. Interested? 
Act now, because some sizes 
are already selling out. 
Prices: £350 to £795 
Best for: Fashionistas 


Wl^ty 



NINE BY SAVANNAH MILLER 

Style: Miller brings her trademark cool-bohemian 
aesthetic to a range of bridal gowns at Debenhams. 
Think Twenties-esque tiers, beautiful beading and lots 
of lace. 

Prices: £320 to £450 
Best for: Boho brides 



24 Simdridge Avenue Bromley BR1 2PX 

020 8464 5816 or enquiries@bromleyarts.com www.bromleyarts.com 


Ripley Arts Centre 

A Unique Period Wedding Venue for 76 -120 guests 
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DOVER MARINA HOTEL & SPA 

Boasting panoramic sea views and a beautiful bridal suite, this period 
Victorian hotel is an elegant venue that is both stunning and breath-taking. 

Weddings 

from £1995* 

Including wedding breakfast, arrival and toast drink, and bridal suite. 
Please enquire for more details. 

*T&C’s apply 


w - 

W Telephone: 01304 203633 
4 Dover Marina Hotel & Spa 

lx Dover Waterfront, Dover, 

| Kent CT17 9BP 

J events@dovermarinahotel.co.uk 
www.dovermarinahotel.co.uk 



AUTUMN WEDDING FAYRE - FREE ENTRY Sunday 5 th November 2017 - I I am to 3pm 
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Guests' budget for the big day 


M ANY of us will attend a 
wedding this year - but 
you could find yourself 
saying, “I do” to a big 
bill. 

The cost of the big day can soon 
add up. Guests can expect to pay 
nearly £500, while bridesmaids and 
ushers can find themselves spending 
more than £1,000, according to 
research amongst 2,000 people. 

For many guests, the outgoings 
can start way before the big day 
itself, with the typical cost of 
attending a stag or a hen do coming 
to £58, according to a survey from 
American Express. 

Choosing the perfect gift for the 
happy couple costs £102 on average. 

A new outfit will come to £75, 
while topping it off with hair and 
beauty treatments costs another 
£28. 

Guests typically spend £94 
travelling to a wedding and £74 on a 
hotel, while a further £48 is spent on 
average toasting the bride and 
groom. 

This brings the total cost for a 
wedding guest to £479 on average, 
according to the findings. 

If you’re lucky enough to be asked 
to be a bridesmaid, you can expect to 
spend £1,267, while an usher can 
expect to pay £1,127. 


In a bid to fund the cost of 
attending a wedding, 44 per cent of 
guests plan to dip into their monthly 
salary, 26 per cent will use their 
savings, while a further 22 per cent 
expect to put their wedding costs on 
a credit card. 

So if you’re planning to attend a 
wedding this summer, how can you 
keep the costs down and enjoy the 
big day without worrying about how 
it will affect your bank balance? 

Here are some tips from Ameri¬ 
can Express: 

Personal touch. Video compila¬ 
tions or framed photo montages 
can be very meaningful. 

■ Plan ahead. When gift lists are 
sent to guests, ensure you’re one of 
the earlier purchasers. 

■ Get renting. Consider hiring a 
dress or suit for the weekend. 
Plenty of companies now offer 
designer dresses and suits that can 
be rented at a fraction of the price. 

■ Use your tech. If you only need a 
ride from the station to the 
reception, consider using taxi apps 
instead of hiring a car. Don’t forget 
to cut costs by car sharing with 
other wedding guests. 

■ If you do spend, do it wisely. Take 
advantage of vouchers and 
discounts. 




This luxury sports car really does have 
the wow factor with its silver body 
chrome lines, black soft top, this car is 
the one to be seen in. 


Rolls Royce Phantom is one of 
the most desirable convertibles 
in the world. This fabulous car 


its beautiful metallic body work 
with a brush steel bonnet and 
contrasting blue soft top, this car 
is the ultimate in luxury. 


This is the most luxurious 4 door saloon 
with its blue paintwork, cream leather 
seats and classic lines, this is a statement 
of luxury. 


Welcome to RDF Luxury Cars 

BIRTHDAYS | WEDDINGS | PARTIES | ANNIVERSARIES | ANY OCCASION 


RDF Luxury Cars are a family business and have been in the hospitality industry for over 35 years 
in the Thanet area; we will take care of you from the start of your journey until the end, in 
comfort, style and luxury with little touches such as ribbons and drinks to make it all that much 
more special. If you would like to see the cars this can be arranged. All our drivers will ring 
ahead and be smartly dressed. Prices include ribbons, drinks & pick up from home to venue. 


Tel 07814 004031 

www.rdfluxurycars.com 
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Are you looking for a venue for your 

special event? 


Party, Christening, Wedding Reception,Wake, Business Meetings etc? 



Why not contact us on 01303 894857 or pop in and have a look at 
the various rooms and facilities we have to offer? 


Sfawkmnige Cooimmjly Centre, Heron 
Fbrstal Avenue. CTTaS yFP 
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by the sea 


Enjoy your special day & have your 
wedding ceremony by the sea 


Thorley Taverns have dedicated & experienced 
people in place to guide you through all of the 
necessary arrangements ensuring your 
Wedding Day is tailored to your dreams. 

Call your venue of choice for more details 
or visit www.thanetweddingvenues.co.uk 

The Pavillion, Harbour Street, Broadstairs 

01843 600 999 

www.pavillion-broadstairs.co.uk 

The Peqwell Bay Hotel, Peqwell Road, Ramsqate 

01843 599 590 

www. peg we II bayhotel.co.uk 

The Oak Hotel, Harbour Parade, Ramsgate 

01843 583 686 

www.oakhotel.co.uk 


THORLEY TAVERN S 

www.thaneweddingvenues.co.uk 
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Proudly 
supported by 


A fun, muddy 
obstacle race 
whether you 
have two 
four legs 


Saturday 30 September 

Hever Castle, Kent, TN8 7NG 

Sign up today at 

battersea.org.uk/MuddyDog 

00@ #MuddyDog 


Registered with 

FUNDRAISING 

REGULATOR 


Registered charity No. 206394 
© Battersea Dogs & Cats Home 2017 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

CWM&w 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnholidays.com 
www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


#ABTA 

T™« wHlfi cnrfkbw 
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[ UNION GAP 


+ Free Drinks 

was £l 59 pp 
LSale£l 39 ppJ 


Somerset Seaside 
60s Party + Free Drinks 

Pontins Sand Bay, Somerset Coast 

16 June, 2017* Quote: SA6-K0S 


Top 60s Bands 
in Leicestershire 

4* Hinckley Island Hotel 

Friday 7 July, 2017 • Quote: HK7-KOS 

Come with us on a trip down memory lane for some super 60s music hits and a 
friendly party atmosphere at this 4-star hotel in the heart of the Leicestershire 
countryside, near Nuneaton and Market Bosworth. Enjoy LIVE music from 60s 
bands The Fortunes and The Cufflinks. These party breaks are for over-40s 
only. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free 
wifi • 2 breakfasts & 2 dinners • Live entertainment both nights • Free parking 


Sounds of the 60s 
Summer Seaside Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Friday, 7 July, 2017- Quote: PA7-K0S 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for our exclusive, private summer 
60s Party Weekend - for over 40s only. We've lined up a brilliant entertainment 
showbill featuring The Ivy League, Hermans Hermits, Vanity Fare, Steve Ellis's Love 
Affair, plus The Beached Boys. With non-stop fun from Friday evening to late on 
Sunday and HALF PRICE DRINKS, this is one party weekend you're sure to love. 

INCLUDED: Half Price bar drinks - house beers & spirits, 
wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers - 
lunch times and evenings from Friday night to Sunday 
night • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet - club 
upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • Free parking 


Half Price Drinks 
Over 40s only 
Last few places 


Join us at Pontins Sand Bay resort, near Weston Super Mare in Somerset, for a 
Super Summer Party - for over 40s only - packed with entertainment. We've lined 
up a brilliant showbill with Union Gap, The Pacemakers, The Swinging Blue Jeans, 
Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) PLUS The All Stars and guest compere Ray 
Martin. With non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to late Sunday and 
FREE DRINKS every night, this is going to be a fab weekend. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite 
chalet - club upgrade available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 
• Free parking 


Save £40 

per couple 
Half Price Drinks 
Over 40s only 


Motown & Soul 
in Surrey 

Thatcher's Hotel, Guildford 

24 June • Quote: TG6-K0S 

ENJOY a fun-packed party break at this charming Tudor-style hotel set in 
beautifully manicured gardens near Guildford, close to The Hogs Back 
Brewery, and Polesden Lacey, a National Trust Edwardian country house and 
estate. The weekend entertainment programme features Motown & Soul music 
with Gee Bello & Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations). 

INCLUDED: Entertainment both nights • 2 dinners and 2 
breakfasts • 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, 

I tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free parking 


Save £40 

per couple 
Over 40s only 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


PERFORMER: Clarinet principal of the RPO, Katherine Lacy says she has followed in one of her parents’ favourite performers 


et star all set to dazz e 


e magic of Moza 

The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra is performing in the county in theatre show 


T HE majesty of the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
will sweep into Dartford 
next month to perform 
Edward Elgar’s Enigma 
Variations. 

The orchestra will also be 
performing works by the likes of 
Mendelssohn, Sibelius and Mozart, 
led by conductor Jamie Phillips. 

RPO principal clarinet, Kather¬ 
ine Lacy, will be performing the 
centre-piece of the show, Mozart’s 
Clarinet Concerto. 

She explains: “In my opinion the 
piece is one of the best ever written, 
if not the best piece for any 
woodwind instrument ever 
written. From an audience point of 
view it’s simply full of great tunes 
and takes you through so many 
different characters and emotions, 
all in less than half an hour. 

“From a clarinettist’s perspec¬ 


tive, it’s absolutely staggering what 
Mozart achieved with this piece, 
compared to anything that had 
previously been written for the 
instrument - it spans nearly four 
octaves, it is incredibly virtuosic 
and contains the most beautifully 
expressive phrases you could ever 
hope to play.” 

The performance at the Orchard 
Theatre will start with Men¬ 
delssohn’s Hebrides Overture, 
which conjures the sights and 
sounds of Scottish scenery, from 
calm still waters to intense and 
dramatic storms. Moving from the 
Highlands to Nordic plains, 
Sibelius’ symphonic poem Finlan¬ 
dia opens with snarling brass and 
thunderous timpani, building to its 
stirring climax brimming with 
drama. 

Then Katherine Lacy will get to 
grips with Mozart before Elgar’s ever 


popular and quintessentially English 
‘Enigma’ Variations provides a finale 
to the performance. 

Not only an enjoyable evening, it 
is hoped it may appeal to some who 
would not normally attend a 
classical performance. 

For the clarinettist, her love of 
music came from birth. 

She explains: “My parents were 
involved in entertainment 
themselves and there were always 
classical music records on at home 
when I was growing up. One of my 
dad’s favourites was Jack Brymer 
playing the Mozart Clarinet 
Concerto and I’m sure that it must 
have been that that drew me to the 
sound of the clarinet. 

“I joined the recorder group in 
primary school and the next logical 
step seemed to be to take up 
another woodwind instrument; I 
was quite determined that the 


clarinet was the instrument for me. 
To think that I’m now in some way 
following in Jack Brymer’s 
footsteps [he was the RPO’s 
principal clarinet 1947-1963] is 
amazing.” 

And her advice for any budding 
musician? “You just never know 
what opportunities might come 
your way and you need to be ready 
for them,” she says. “You will be 
constantly told how hard it is to 
succeed as a musician and it is true 
that competition is fierce and even 
if you make it, it’s certainly not an 
easy life, but I would say that if you 
really want it and are prepared to 
work your socks off, go for it. You 
won’t know unless you try.” 

The Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra perform at Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre on June 11. 

• Tickets are available now 
from orchardtheatre.co.uk. 
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mydate24 


, YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 
also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line dating is FREE to register, try it today 

visit., www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 
59yrs, very jolly and fun seeking 
gent any age who must love 
good times. AC A. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425323 | 
KATIE 35YRS, slender well 

educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
CAROLINE, attractive mature 
lady, various interests, hoping to 
meet a smart gent for 
socialising, perhaps leading to 
something more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4263471 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

JOY happily married, bi curious, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, big 
boobs, seeks someone to join in 
a bit of bedroom fun! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426845 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

ANNE blonde hair, blue eyes, 
seeks males for no strings adult 
fun! Call and leave a number for 

me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:426843 

JASMINE, 34yrs, non smoking 
first time dater! Easy going, 
attractive and hard working. Due 
to work commitments I’m looking 
for a no strings companion any 
age. Looks unimportant must 
have GSOH. Tel: 0906 515 
3014 Box 426201 


EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
MATURE lady 70s, various 
interests but a bit lonely, hoping 
to meet a gent to cheer me up, 
come on, we can have some fun 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4263491§ 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open 
minded. Pis call if you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. 
I can travel and accommodate. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3006 Box 
422365 

GENTS, please call me if you 
are looking to meet a kind 
sincere lady for nights at the 
theatre, socialising etc. You can 
call or text me. I promise to 
reply, I’m very genuine. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4263451 

SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, 
seeks adventurous gent for 
casual relationship. Tel: 0906 
515 3034 Box 425979 
JACKIE is 54yrs and an 
attractive easygoing brunette, 
she’s hoping to meet a similar 
minded chap for some fun, 
dates, chats, text or call me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
426343 | 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and 
decent curves! Looking for a 
cheeky adventurous man for fun 
only. I live alone so can 
accommodate and can travel. 
Discretion assured. ACA. Give 
me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3030 
Box 426205 


loyal, romantic and solvent hoping 
to meet a gent with GSOH for 
romance, sensual times and more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
426341 | 

KAREN, 52yrs, attractive with 
GSOH, very active and outgoing. If 
you are 40+ give me a call, lets 
have a chat, maybe meet up. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4263391 

CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no time 
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 
3042 Box 426851 
LADY, 70, 5ft6, divorced, blonde 
hair, brown eyes, friendly, lives in 
the Kent area, likes walking, 
holidays, WLTM somebody for 
friendship in the local area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426193 



60s for friendship, possibly much 
more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425341 g 
LIVELY 53-year-old female, young 
in mind, wants discreet fun, loves 
gardening, dancing music etc and 
more. Text only. Mailbox: 
57632841 

JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who 
is lots of fun seeks like-minded 
gent for nights in, days out and 
much much more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424491 | 

SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who 
seek a mature solvent stylish lady, 
I can wine and dine you, you will 
have a nice time, call or text me. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424781 | 

HELEN, mid 50s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent 
any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424493 | 

SUE, genuine lady, own home, 
loves to spoil a man, give me a call 
or text. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424673 § 


many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting gent 
with GSOH, must be cheerful, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4246751 
WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy 
nights in, good times, call or text 
me, you won’t be sorry. I’m 
attractive and have lots to offer. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425339 $ 

LOVING lady, romantic and tactile 
seeks like-minded gent for special 
times, lets make each other feel 
special. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425325 | 

SANDRA, smart, sophisticated 
lady, young looking 60s, genuine 
and kind, seeks gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424671 | 
MARY, professional mature lady, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good conversation 
and happy times. All calls and 
texts answered. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4247751 


Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

TEXTEEHtoEJSH 

or call 090650057571 


0906 calls £1.55 per min plus your phone 
company's access charge 89990 cost £1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 


Men Seeking 

mydate 14] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 



All messages received £1.50. Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent 
before contact details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated. Messages are responded 
to by realseivice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a pubic 
space and do not give personal debits to people you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


PIA, Asian lady, 57yrs, very caring 
and a little subservient and quiet. I 
am a good cook and loyal friend. 
Pis text me if you are kind man 

55+ Text Only. Mailbox 4013378 

i 

AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks 
discreet gent for special times, 
mutually beneficial to us both. Call 
now. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:4253271 

NATALIA, black beauty! I am late 
50s but still fit with a good figure 
and lovely skin and eyes. I would 
like to meet a nice white gentle¬ 
man, older than myself for chats, 
maybe more. Text Only. Mailbox 
41077991 

ANETTA, black cuddly lady seeks 
man who knows what a woman 
needs. I’m very friendly and have 
time for you. Please call or text me. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4259331 

JANE, attractive and young looking 
60 something lady, active, outgoing 
with interesting personality, hoping 
to meet a kind gent for occasional 
meetings. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425931 | 

GILLY, slim petite lady, affectionate 
and loving, solvent with own home, 
hoping to meet gent, must be kind, 
looks unimportant. ACA/text 
answered. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425929 § 

MERRY widow seeks lovely lonely 
gent for companionship. Please 
call, we can have a chat and see 
how we get on. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4259271§ 


LOCAL 70 year old young male, 
now single, nice appearance and 
dresser, looking for fun and 
friendship with a lady, 55-70, 
possible holidays. Can travel. 
Please ring. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 426897§ 

CARING, sociable male, 72, N/S, 
likes all types of music, walking, 
meals out, looking for a lady for 
friendship at first. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426865 
KENT man, retired engineer, 
solvent, enjoys holidays, meals out, 
good conversation, WLTM a slim 
lady, 60-70, with a GSOH, to share 
these times and hopefully become 
friends. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4268871 
RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 5ft5, 
I enjoy eating out, walking, holidays 
and golf, WLTM a slim, attractive 
lady, 60-68, for a loving, tender 
relationship, to enjoy these times 
with Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 421853 (jj) 

MALE divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412717 

HARRY 50, ex soldier,^ft, well 

built, seeking lady to wine and dine. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417015 


GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, 
good company, seeking lovely lady 
for good times and fun and loving. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425369 $ 

JERRY, 66, brown hair, brown 
eyes, recently widowed, love to 
walk my dog, WLTM compatible 
lady for companionship and to see 
where things go. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426387 
LOCAL man, seeks lady for 
friendship possibly more, for 
romantic dates and good times 
together, hope to hear from you. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
426195| 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 

MALE, 55, looking for no strings 
attached friendship, with a lady 60- 
70, any status. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426133 
MALE, 6ft, brown hair and blue 
eyes, warm and understanding, 
likes dining out and cosy nights in, 
lots of fun, friendship and holidays. 
Looking for a lady over 48. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426057$ 


50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking caring 
lady for romantic, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418641 
BARRY, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
divorced gent, looking to date calm 
and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421195 


EASYGOING male, 49, 6ft, well 
built, seeks female to wine/dine 
and have fun times with. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 401401 


sociable, GSOH, 
slim, attractive, 
married gent, 67, feels 
discarded and lonely, 
seeks likewise lady 60+ for 
trips out, dining etc. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5082918 | 

SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4201631 
PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 
64, widowed, own house, loves 
holidays abroad, reading, eating 
out, eating in and shows, WLTM 
a lady of similar age to share 
interests and happy times 
together hopefully leading to 
lasting relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4257871 
MALE, 70s, would like to meet 
slim lady 60 plus. Text only. 
Mailbox: 4505135 i 
HELLO, mature gentleman 
looking for a lady who is caring, 
likes holidays, karaoke, meals 
out, country walks and cinema. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425401 i 

CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks 
lady 45-55 for socialising, 
friendship, maybe leading to 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425345 | 

PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign 
travel, all expenses paid. I would 
love a traveling companion. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425343 | 
MALCOLM, 60 something gent, 
own hair and teeth, GSOH, 
genuine and Kind WLTM sincere 
lady to wine and dine. Please 
call. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 425335 f) 

PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrsl 

tall, attractive and genuine. 
Seeks genuine feminine lady for 
genuine romance. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

425333 ! 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent 
WLTM lady to wine, dine, spoil. 
I’m kind, caring, generous pis call 
me. Single mums welcome. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425331 § 

GENUINE gentleman, family 
minded, kind, generous seeks 
lady 55-75 for wining, dining and 
wine and laughter. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425329 |j) 
NICE looking 55 year old male 
WLTM sincere lady, any age, for 
friendship, outings, holidays 
abroad etc. Love the sun. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4922399 ^ 
EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, 
social events, and lots more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423039 | 


wishes to 



attractive 
female, 
into 

music, live 
bands, cinema and 
sports, for nights out 
socialising and maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

424979 

HI I'm Darren, down to earth guy, 
lives in Kent, likes Marbaia, 
looking for someone special to 
meet and have a laugh with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

424951 | 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, CARING 55yr old male, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime widower, 6ft 3ins, WLTM lady, 40- 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 55 for fun and laughter, maybe 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: happy ever after. Tel No: 0906 515 
414421 7112 Box No: 4246771| 


mark 

48, Slim, 

fit, gsoh, 

looking for loyal 
partner for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 \\ 

Box No: 424679 (i 


NICK, mature male, builder, 
tattoos, plenty of money, looking 
for discreet meets, no stings in 
the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4247871 
RETIRED, intelligent, Broadstairs 
widower, GSOH, medium height 
and build, seeks slim lady for 
friendship and companionship 
initially. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424697 




Let them know 
you might be 
interested 
by sending them 

a WINK 


£ Then send to 

>80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

ns £1.50 per message. To STOP text 


DENTAL practitioner, 44, 6ft, slim, 

athletic build, thick dark hair, blue 
eyes, loves sports, seeks slim 
feminine sporty lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425087 


TALL, lively old boy, into red 
wine, garlic and Radio 3, seeks 
tactile lady for company and jolly 
jaunts. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425021 | 


59YR old male, likes country 
walks, pub lunches, seeks lady 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424685 $ 

MALE 50 seeks mature, home 
loving lady, 60 plus who enjoys 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424683 I 
MARTIN trustworthy, warm 
hearted, loving, reliable male, 45, 
6ft, medium build, young at heart, 
GSOH, seeks female, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424681 | 

MALE, 52, quiet nature, likes 
coastal walks, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady for friendship and 
maybe romance. East Kent area. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424211 


GAY guy, medium build, likes 
outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, N/S 
guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 
EASY going guy, 68, likes walks, 
books, seeks N/S guy for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411413| 

ROB, bi-curious male, 55, seeks 
likeminded male, crossdresser/TV. 
Must be discreet. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426287|§ 

MALE, 40s, seeking gym buddy to 
attend DW gym in the early 
evenings, similar age. Margate. 
Text only. Mailbox: 5779191 |§ 

Friends 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No:4748240 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


n 


Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 08/05/17 
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Historic town gardens on show 
in day of green-fingered delight 


Stars all set to Rip It Up 


STRICTLY Come Dancing trio 
Natalie Lowe, Louis Smith and 
Jay McGuiness will perform in 
Rip It Up at Chatham’s Central 
Theatre and the Assembly Hall 
Theatre in Tunbridge in 
October. Tickets on sale now. 




OPEN: Just one of the gardens that will be open for visitors on June 25 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


G REAT British Bake Off 
runner-up Jane Beedle 
will officially open the 
Faversham Open Gar¬ 
dens and Garden Mar¬ 
ket Day next month. 

The garden designer, who came 
second to winner Candice Brown 
in the show’s final outing on the 
BBC last year, will also be visiting 
various venues throughout the 
day as the event’s ‘roving expert’. 

Some 35 gardens, most within 
walking distance of one another, 
will be opened up to visitors while 
Market Place will boast more than 
30 garden-related market stalls on 
June 25 from 10am to 5pm. It is 
now the biggest open gardens 
event in the south east. 

Gardens include walled gardens, 
wildlife-friendly town gardens, an 
‘exotic garden’, a ‘meadow’ garden 
and tiny gardens bursting with 
plants. Several gardens are on 
Faversham’s waterways. Four gar¬ 
dens behind Cyprus Road cross the 
Cooksditch, an ancient stream, 
and ‘England’s prettiest allot¬ 
ments’ overlook the beautiful 
Stonebridge Pond. Stonebridge 


Lodge on the edge of Stonebridge 
Pond is another garden created 
around waterways. 

There are also several commu¬ 
nity gardens, including the wild- 
life-friendly and pioneering Abbey 
Physic Garden, which helps people 
suffering from physical or mental 
difficulties. 

The Garden Market has several 
specialist plants stalls as well as 
vintage and second-hand garden 


tools and artefacts, local craft and 
hand-made foods. The market is 
open from 10am - 4pm. 

A spokesman said: “The day has 
been designed to offer an enjoyable 
day out for families and groups of 
friends - there are plenty of cafes, 
pubs and restaurants within easy 
walking distance and some gar¬ 
dens offer home-made teas. There 
is also a children’s Hunt the Golden 
Pebble competition.” 


Run by the Faversham Society, 
tickets are priced at £6 each or £10 
for two. 

Money raised will go towards 
the society’s on-going campaign to 
protect the town’s historic build¬ 
ings and environment. 

Tickets will be available this 
month from the Fleur-de-lis Herit¬ 
age Centre in Preston Street or on 
the day at the organisers stall in 
the Market Place. 


Park springs into art fayre 


CENTRAL Park will play host to the Dartford 
Spring Arts Fayre next Saturday May 20. 

It will feature modern and traditional events 
such as a street art, nature sculpting, street 
food stalls, craft beers, dance acts, and art 
competitions. For details and line-up see 
dartfordartsnetwork. com. 


Bill's 2018 show on sale 


TICKETS for Bill Bailey’s show 
at Margate’s Winter Gardens 
went on sale Friday. 

The star will be performing 
his Larks in Transit show at the 
venue on April 21 next year. 

Tickets cost £27.50. 



Dirty Rotten musical 

THE Kentish Players will be doing their take on 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels - The Musical, at 
Chatham’s Central Theatre next month. 

Based on the hit film with Steve Martin and 
Michael Caine, the show runs from June 14-17. 

It will be the first amateur production of the 
show in Medway. 


. . . Kent Garden 
Hlf( Furniture 


www.kentgardenfurniture.co.uk 


Tel: 01843 594454 



Perfect for any outdoor setting 
Minimal maintenance, lasts for years 
Sustainably sourced A Grade Teak 
Friendly, knowledgeable local company 


Tables I Chairs I Benches I Loungers I Companion Seats 




Wedding Transport Specialist 

For bookings and enquiries, 
please call 07879 601154 

info@aisledassiccarriages.co.uk 
www.aisleclassiccarriages.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook | n 
Aisle Classic Carriages ■ 1 


TONY 

STOCKWELL 

Psychic Medium 

Tuesday 23rd May 


Orchard Theatre 
Dartford 

Box Office: 

01322 220000 j 

www.orchardthe. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending May 14,2017 35 









































Caiman's double header 


COMEDIAN Susan Caiman 
will perform at Margate’s 
Theatre Royal on June 23 and 
an already sold out date at the 
Trinity Theatre in Tunbridge 
Wells on June 3 

Tickets are on sale now. 



Deal date ahead of festival 


RISING stars Edd Hedges and Alice Marshall 
will preview their Edinburgh Festival shows at 
next month’s comedy night at Deal’s Astor 
Theatre, it has been confirmed. 

Tickets for the show, on June 8, are on sale 
now and cost £10 each or £20 to include a 
curry and a drink. 


It's Strictly Shirley Balias 


LATIN dance champion Shirley 
Balias has been confirmed as 
the new head judge on Strictly 
Come Dancing - replacing 
Dartford’s Len Goodman. 

The hugely popular BBC 
show returns in the autumn. 



RAF band joins the line-up 

THE Central Band of the Royal Air Force will 
join the line-up for this year’s Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert on July 8. 

The band will be conducted by wing 
commander Piers Morrell who is soon to be 
promoted to principal director of music. 
Organisers said they were ' ‘delighted’ ’. 


Dreamland back with a 
bang for its big return 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archantco.uk 


DREAMLAND has unveiled details 
of its grand reopening this year as 
it looks to capitalise on a £25mil- 
lion investment and prove it can be 
a profitable and vibrant addition to 
the county’s tourism arsenal. 

The Margate theme park will 
open its doors again on Friday 
May 26 and is promising a busy 
bank holiday weekend featuring 
live performances and the first 
chance to experience its enhanced 
offering of vintage rides. 

There are also modern art 
installations and a host of food 
stalls from around the world to 
entice people in. 

Entrance to the park remains 
free with a ride-as-you-go approach 
or unlimited ride wristbands 
available to buy online. 

Among the performances will 
be LA band Vintage Trouble - who 
recently supported the Rolling 
Stones and The Who - kicking off 
the new outdoor Scenic Stage with 
their brand of rhythm and blues 
on the Friday night. 

The park will then be open for 
business throughout the May 


half-term holiday. 

Steven Mitchell, CEO at 
Dreamland, said: “Our opening 
weekend celebrations are a sign of 
things to come at Dreamland. We 
have curated a new age of seaside 
culture and are presenting 
something truly unique in Britain 
today, all while embracing our 
rich history. We’re incredibly 
excited to relaunch the park and 
are sure it will have a lasting effect 
on local people and businesses. 
There’s a great future ahead.” 

Certainly it needs to dazzle this 


summer after a stop-start return 
to life. The company behind the 
park went into adminstration at 
the end of last year after racking 
up millions in debts and it was 
dogged by the closure of main 
feature ride - the Scenic Railway 
rollercoaster. 

Now, however, with heavy 
investment - which is seen as a way 
to make the business attractive 
enough to find a new buyer - the 
park is looking back to its best. 

• For details see dreamland. 
co.uk. 



STARS: Vintage Trouble will 
perform on the opening night 



SIGN: Will this finally be the 
recipe for success? 




A /> 
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Show open 9.30am - 5pm 

Over 300 exhibitors! 

Adults £8.00 - Seniors £7.00 
Children FREE - Sorry No Dogs 


The Kent Showground, Detling, Maidstone ME14 3JF M20 Junction 7 or M2 Junction 5 


A wide selection of Plants, Sundries, Stunning Floral Displays (some are Chelsea and 
Hampton Court medal winners), Feature Gardens, Expert Forums, Demonstrations, 
Crafts, Food Hall, QuizTime, Brass Band, Children’s Rides, Catering etc.... 

Stands inside & outside - Tickets available on the gate 

www.KentGardenShow.com - InfoLine (01795) 747660 
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climates threat to our areen aardens 


Brace yourself to bid farewell to our lush lawns and usher in a new dawn due to the changing weather 


B RITISH gardens could end 
up devoid of luscious 
lawns, with popular plants 
proving more difficult to 
grow and plant pests and 
diseases spreading, according to a 
new report from the RHS and leading 
academics into the impact of climate 
change on gardening. 

Plants will have to cope with increas¬ 
ingly warmer and drier weather in 
summer, but also more turbulent spells 
with intense, sometimes unpredictable 
heavy showers and strong winds. 

The news is not all bad, though. 
Gardeners in the north could enjoy a 
longer growing season, experts say. 

The wide-ranging report, Garden¬ 
ing in a Changing Climate, looks at 
both the impact the increase in global 


temperatures is currently having on 
plants and gardeners, and the future 
of gardening as temperatures in¬ 
crease. 

The report is a collaboration be¬ 
tween the RHS and academics from 
the universities of Sheffield, Reading 
and Coventry, with input from ex¬ 
perts from the Met office. 

It’s the first in-depth analysis of the 
effects of climate change on UK gar¬ 
dening in more than a decade - the 
RHS last investigated the issue in 
2002 with the National Trust and 
UKCIP (Climate Impacts Programme) 
to produce the Gardening in the Glo¬ 
bal Greenhouse report. 

While the 2002 report concluded 
that gardeners would be basking in 
Mediterranean temperatures and so 



DRY: Our gardens are to get more 
and more dry in the years ahead 


could grow more plants that thrive in 
bright, dry conditions, model projec¬ 
tions suggest warmer but more vari¬ 
able climatic conditions. 

The updated report has found that 
gardeners can expect more extreme 
weather, characterised by more vari¬ 
able, intense rainfall, combined with 
an increase in dry summers, which 
will be most pronounced in the south 
of the UK. 

Gardeners looking to cope with the 
challenge of increased rainfall may 
have to adopt new practices to ensure 
the survival of some of our favourite 
plants. 

Traditional plants, such as tulips, 
alliums and asters may have to be 
planted in raised beds to survive in¬ 
creased rainfall. The extra height will 


lift their roots clear of the water table. 

Those experiencing higher temper¬ 
atures may turn to heat loving plants, 
such as aloe or lavender. 

Lush, green lawns are likely to be a 
major casualty and may have to be 
converted to dry meadows, as pres¬ 
sure on water supplies increases. 

In a foreword to the report, Profes¬ 
sor Dame Julia Slingo, the former Met 
Office chief scientist says: “This re¬ 
port provides some valuable guid¬ 
ance and demonstrates how climate 
change need not be a disaster for our 
gardens, but instead provide us with 
a wealth of opportunities.” 

Based on the report, the RHS Gar¬ 
den for a Changing Climate will be 
unveiled at the inaugural RHS Chats- 
worth Flower Show in June. 


Think about festival 

THE third annual Normal? Festival of 
the Brain takes place at Folkestone 
Quarterhouse from May 25-28. 

The event includes music, performance, 
comedy, food, talks, dancing, books and film 
bringing together science and art over four 
days. 

It is produced by the Quarterhouse, 
Folkestone Fringe and Living Words. See 
quarterhouse.co.uk for details. 


Family fun at carnival 

I THE county’s large village carnival is 
ramping up for its 2017 event. 

The Aylesham Carnival and Fete takes 
place on September 23 and features a host of 
family fun which includes a mini fun fair for 
children and arena displays, as well as the 
traditional village fete. 

It runs from noon until 5pm when the 
parade moves off. For details see aylesham- 
carnival.co.uk. 


Hobbit star’s evening 

TV and film actor Graham McTavish, 
best know for his work in The Hobbit 
trilogy, Creed, Rambo and series Outlander 
and preacher will be star of 'An Evening 
With...’ at Canterbury’s Conquest House on 
July 9. 

Presented by new Canterbury-based Bad 
Husky Productions, tickets for the event cost 
£30 and are on sale now. The show starts at 
7.30pm. 


Sacconi’s church event 

THE Sacconi String Quartet will 
present its annual three-day set of 
classical chamber music concerts at 
Folkestone’s St Mary & St Eanswythe’s 
Church next weekend. 

The event runs from May 19-21 and this 
year marks its 10th anniversary. 

A full list of the performances and how to 
get tickets can be found at the festival’s 
website - sacconi.com/festival/. 
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No Mowing, Weeding or Watering 
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Trade & Retail Welcome • Free No Obligation Quote • Turf and Top Soil Available 

Gorse Hill • Farningham • Kent • DA4 OJU Opposite Scratchers Lane 

gorsehillnursery.co.uk - 01322 864704 / 07984 475519 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 
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Quick 

Across 

17. Cease (4) 

4. Hesitate (6) 

1. Divided (5) 

20. Watchful (5) 

5. Intelligent (8) 

4. Recipe (7) 

21. Bravery (7) 

6. Resort to (7) 

8. Inclusive (7) 

22. Axe (7) 

7. Intact (3,2,3,5) 

9. Test (5) 

23. Heading (5) 

12. Send (8) 

10. Whirlpool (4) 


13. Local speech (7) 

11. Fidelity (8) 

Down 

15. Talisman (6) 

13. Platform (4) 

1. Exemplary (5,8) 

18. Pamphlet (5) 

14. Idle (4) 

2. Alter (5) 

19. Injured (4) 

16. Emerge again (8) 

3. Rip (4) 


A rrnururnrH 

r “—""— 
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Cryptic 

Across 

1. On which to write 
letters about the 
chaplain (5) 

4. Disappear right inside 
a coat (7) 

8. In my view, a 
vegetable with a very 
good stuffing (7) 

9. Best substitute for 
shaving soap (5) 

10. The song told a story 

(4) 

11. Keep for a lock (8) 

13. It’s bound to 
secure advance 
accommodation (4) 

14. A standard laid down 
to help pave the way 
(4) 

16. Snuggled into a new 
quilt, managed to 
remain undisturbed (8) 

17. Its purpose in sport is 
to eliminate passion 
(4) 

20. Number hide from 
rebuke (5) 

21. An order to stop 
amber changing to 
green? (7) 

22. Open boat in spill (7) 

23. Shrub belonging to 
you in the past, then 
me (5) 


r 


r 


r 


Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


SUDOKU 


r 


Battleships 


Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 



Down 

1. New Liberal M.P. to 
put up a bill inside? 
Doubtful (13) 

2. Energy displayed in 
court? (5) 

3. Prepare to put out 
with the turn of the 
tide (4) 

4. Five finish with an 
alternative seller (6) 

5. Articles about 
concerts (8) 

6. In the main a 
submarine hazard? (7) 

7. It’s said to be the best 
place to be (4,5,4) 

12. A number on a search 
get a victory (8) 

13. Carriage axle-bush for 
instance (7) 

15. Passenger ship has a 
slender look (6) 

18. Not late, but nearly 
lost a point (5) 

19. Come up against an 
objection (4) 


CODEWORD 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



1 23456789 10 


1 2 3 1 2 1 1 4 0 5 


Word Spiral 
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Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. Lost blood 

9. Musical instrument 

2. Not light 

10. Too 

3. Potter’s oven 

11. Greek spirit 

4. Amphibian 

12. Cry of pain 

5. Strong taste 

13. Possess 

6. Metal 

14. Cupid 

7. Unemployment benefit 

15. Cease 

8. Egress 

16. Jetty 


Keyword clue: A football club 


Hard 


Easy 




6 




3 




9 


2 


4 


7 


1 








9 

6 




1 




8 


2 


8 


9 


5 


9 




5 




3 

5 








7 


6 


3 


7 


9 




2 




4 






2 


3 

7 


8 



1 



6 



4 

2 

6 

8 

7 

4 


2 






9 





1 


5 


4 

1 

7 

9 

8 



1 






5 





3 



1 

4 

6 

7 


5 



9 




8 

7 

2 


8 

4 


1 




Solutions 


uou8A3 :pjOMAa>i 
■J8!d 91 :dois 
9i :sog n :8 abh ei 
:ipno 21 :ozno U Ps|y 
01 teqnj_ 6 4|X3 8 PPO 
Z :p|OQ 9 :6 ubi g :*m8n 

p :ui!>t e :>pea z ^ia i 
|BJ|ds PJOM 
A=93 ‘S=S2 
‘V=PZ ‘3=02 ‘\=ZZ 
T=!3 ‘1=02 ‘l/\l=61 
‘M=81 ‘Q=ll ‘d=91 
‘0=91- ‘0=H ‘d=01 
1=31- ‘A=I4 ‘9=01 ‘0=6 
‘n=8 ‘0=Z ‘»=9 ‘ 1-1=9 
‘Z=P ‘N=e ‘X=2 ‘d=! 
pjOMapoo 
l jn H 61 
Iobjjl 81 looser gi 
qoeiBia £i JipjBdsia 
Zl Poajd auo in nv 
L PsjHin 9 !|BU0|}ea 
g ijaiiBj p :jb 9i e 


Jpuaiuv 2 :i|OBOjdaj 
aAoqv 1 :umoo -©ini £z 
qaqoien 22 :a6ejnoQ 
iZ‘ve \V 02!doiSZl 
Ijeaddeay gi lazeq 
pi :siea £i luoiioAaa 

u :App 3 oi. :pmi6 

:||BJ8A0 8 iBiniUJOJ 

p iyedy l :ssojov 

>pm0 

mqv 

61 :A|jb 3 si :jb 8 uh si 

:6uuB8g ei lS8nbuoQ 
Zl PlUOq J88MS 81U0H 
Z :6j0q0O| g :s|ei!08a 
g :jopu©A p :j|P3 8 
!8 auq z :|BO!}eiu8|qojd 
1 :umoq -©luAqi 83 
:j0iq6n 32 :o6jeqiU3 
12 PPIMO 02 ‘VBQH 

Zl iiinbuBJi 9i :6 b|j 
PI :>|Oog 81 :ss8JiJ0d 

u Pan oi :iub8jq 6 
Pojindo 8 iilSjUJBA 
p :©jped 1 :ssojov 

oiidAjQ 
Pjomssojo 0|qnoa 


9 

0 

P 

S 

6 

1 

2 

8 

Z 

2 

6 

S 

z 

8 

0 

1 

9 

P 

Z 

1 

8 

9 

2 

P 

6 

0 

s 

0 

P 

Z 

2 

S 

9 

8 

1 

6 

1 

S 

9 

6 

P 

8 

Z 

2 

0 

8 

3 

6 

0 

1 

Z 

s 

P 

9 

6 

9 

2 

8 

0 

s 

p 

L 

1 

S 

Z 

1 

P 

9 

2 

0 

6 

8 

P 

8 

0 

1 

Z 

6 

9 

S 

2 


S 

6 

1 

0 

P 

8 

9 

2 

L 

8 

0 

2 

9 

6 

Z 

1 

S 

P 

Z 

9 

P 

1 

S 

2 

0 

6 

8 

6 

L 

S 

P 

2 

0 

8 

9 

1 

9 

2 

8 

6 

L 

1 

P 

0 

S 

P 

1 

0 

S 

8 

9 

6 

Z 

2 

0 

S 

6 

2 

1 

P 

Z 

8 

9 

2 

P 

Z 

8 

9 

6 

s 

1 

0 

1 

8 

9 

L 

0 

S 

2 

P 

6 


Pjbh - n>)opns 


Aseg - n^opng 



V 

0 

9 


IAI 

V 

A 


S 

3 

9 

N 

V 

d 

d 

V 

n 

I/M 

3 


IAI 

d 

V 



V 


a 

1 

0 

A 

V 

A 

O 

V 

i 


a 



V 


a 

V 

3 

N 

>1 


>i 

O 

0 

a 

y 

V 

3 

A 

0 


s 


d 


M 



sd;qs0|UBg 


P J OMMO J J V 


38 Week ending May 14,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
























































































































































































































































































■ Many parents 
with school-age children 
will have already booked 
summer holidays and winced at 
the bill. Heathrow Express is helping 
, reduce costs by offering train tickets 
I for £5.50 one way at weekends (£12.10 
weekdays) in August - or, indeed, any 
purchase made 90 days in advance of 
travel. Kids under 15 travel free 
any time. Visit www.heath- 
k rowexpress.com 


norwegian.com 


TV&lifestyle travel 


Isn't it time to pack our bags? 


Is chilly old Blighty making you dream of sunshine 
and adventure? There's bound to be something here 
to tempt you. Go on. You know you deserve it... 


Strengthening 
their domination of the 
budget long-haul flight 
market, Norwegian have an¬ 
nounced details of a new London 
Gatwick to Singapore route launching 
on September 28. Costing £179 one 
way (£699 in Premium) the flights will 
operate four times per week on a ^r - 
787 Dreamliner. It marks j 
the airline’s first foray 
into Asia. Visit www. 


Late deals 


DUBAI: Teletext Holidays 
(www.teletextholidays.co. 
uk; 020 30010628) offers 
four nights at the five-star 
Atlantis The Palm hotel 
(half-board) from £862pp 
(two sharing). Includes 
flights from Heathrow on 
May 21. 

LANZAROTE: Teletext 
Holidays (www. 
teletextholidays.co.uk) 
offers seven nights at the 
five-star Villa Arrecife 
(B&B) from £266pp (two 
sharing). Includes flights 
from Gatwick on May 22. 
BAHAMAS: British 
Airways Holidays (www. 
britishairways.com; 0344 
493 0120) offers seven 
nights at the five-star One 
& Only Ocean Club (B&B) 
from £2,169 pp (two 
sharing). Includes flights 
from Heathrow on select 
dates in September. Book 
by May 15. 

KENYA: Titan (www. 
titantravel.co.uk; 0800 988 
5873) offers the 10-day 
'Grand Safari Kenya' 
escorted tour from 
£2,599pp (two sharing) 

- saving up to £300pp. 
Includes accommodation 
and flights from Heathrow 
on November 3. 


COUNTY 

WINDOWS 

(Kent) Ltd 

0800 1979 389 


We are pleased to announce 
that not only are we installers of 
Conservatories, Windows, Doors, 
Cladding and Shop Fronts... 

We are now your approved 
WARM ROOF INSTALLER! 

Contact us today for a no obligation 
quotation 




n Country Windows Kent LTD 
@ County WindowsKent 


0 info @ countywindowskent.co.uk 


FENSA 

Registered Company 


Which? 

frail «T trader* 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


I HAVE a high regard for the 
professionalism of Kent on Sunday 
and its firm grasp of news values. 

You can understand my surprise, 
therefore, when I read a piece 
recently which rehearsed in detail 
the discussion of last year’s Kent 
County Council select committee 
report on social mobility and the 
Kent Test. 

There was nothing new in the 
article; it even noted that none of the 
recommendations of Cllr Whittle’s 
report were enforceable, let alone the 
problem of coaching which can be 
bought privately by those with the 
means but is forbidden in state 
primaries. 

It did not ask the question of 
whether the claim made by Cllr 
Whittle on BBC South East that over 
600 extra working class children 
would go to grammar schools had in 
fact happened in 2017. 

Could it be that the article was 
simply an attempt at rallying 
support for Mrs May’s regressive plan 
for more grammars? 

James Parrish, 
Tonbridge 

Research shows 
Manston support 


IT would appear that Simon Crow is 
unfortunately a compulsive liar 
[‘Silent majority oppose Manston’, 
KoS letters, last week]. 

Simon says there is no large-scale 
support for Manston Airport. Let me 
provide him with some facts. 

Research by MORI in 2005 
(granted, not within the last 10 
years, but Simon wants to be the 
pedant) evidenced local support. 

The study, conduct for Thanet 
District Council (democratically 
elected, I understand) as part of the 
Section 106 agreement consultation, 
revealed that 85 per cent of respond¬ 
ents were supportive of an expanded 
Manston Airport, of which 63 per 
cent were strongly in support. 

This is in addition to the 26,524 
petition of support for Manston 



them right and in the majority. The 
truth is quite different. 

If, indeed, everyone who has lived 
in Thanet supported the airport then 
there would be no dispute. There is a 
dispute because despite all the 
evidence pointing to its complete 
failure to succeed as a business 
before, there are some who can’t 
stand change and would rather see 
the isle continue to have a giant 
white elephant at its heart than 
something more useful. 

P Potter, 

Birchington 



Such blue domination 
threatens democracy 


I WAS hugely disappointed to read 
the results from last week’s Kent 
County Council election and see 
such a landslide victory for the 
Conservatives. 

Nobody would realistically have 
expected anything other than a 
blue triumph once again but the 
nature and scale of the win has to 
be concerning for our great 
county’s democracy. 

Regardless of your political 
persuasion, and whether or not you 
think the Tories have done a good 
job in control of the council, having 
such an enormous majority is 
extremely worrying. 

Council leader Paul Carter’s 
comments [KoS, last week] about 
having sympathy for those 
long-serving councillors who lost 
their seats, while praising the 
abilities of Liberal Democrat leader 
Trudy Dean, were interesting to 
read. 

Cynics will suggest it was just lip 
service and the typical modesty that 
you have to demonstrate in the 


Airport which was handed in to 10 
Downing Street in 2014. And the 90 
per cent of 822 respondents to 
RiverOak’s non-statutory consulta¬ 
tion last year, who were also in 
support of the airport reopening. 

Simon believes that RSP’s develop¬ 
ment consent order attempt is 
doomed to failure... I’m sorry Simon, 
I don’t seem to recall you being that 
successful in politics as to become a 
secretary of state? 

He also believes “almost certainly” 
that RSP’s operation will include 
night flights, when it has been 
clearly stated from the start that this 
is not the case. 


wake of a thumping victory. 

He claims that you can still have a 
strong opposition with a handful of 
councillors from other parties, 
providing they are of sufficient 
quality. 

I’m sure Cllr Dean and her 
colleagues do a fine job but no 
matter how good they are, their 
voice will be simply drowned out by 
67 Conservatives on the other side 
of the chamber. 

How is this possibly democratic? 
How are people not frightened by 
the prospect of having so few 
members from other parties able to 
stand up, speak on our behalf and 
truly challenge the Tories when 
they make huge decisions that will 
affect the lives of each and every 
person in Kent? 

Likewise, I think most of us will 
expect another Conservative win on 
June 8, but I can only hope it’s not a 
complete sea of blue and that they 
can be held to account by others. 

R Jackson 
from Sittingbourne 


I suggest that you don’t attempt to 
tar the residents who have lived 
with, and patently are supportive of, 
Manston Airport, with such a brush. 

Ralph Allison, 

Thanet 

Airport remains 
white elephant 

WELL said Simon Crow - you do 
indeed speak for the majority. 

The campaigners for Manston 
re-opening convince themselves that 
simply by shouting the loudest and 
dismissing any opposing view makes 


Praise for our 
Good Samaritan 


THE cruelty inflicted on a young 
spaniel before she was dumped by a 
busy road [KoS, last week] gave rise 
to tears of great sadness and grateful 
thanks to the Good Samaritan who 
rescued her. 

This kind person did not pass by on 
the other side, but stopped and helped 
the abandoned, terrified little soul. 
Compassion at its beautiful best. 

Mary McNulty, 

Brenchley 

Wishing us to fail 
in Europe talks? 

IN KoS on the April 30 edition, it just 
sneaked in at the last, in the bottom 
right hand corner, but what a mean 
little letter from E Pottinger of Hythe. 

Anyone reading it could conclude 
that he would prefer it if Theresa May 
fails to get a good deal from the EU. 

Sadly he seems to be one of many 
who are almost wishing for failure, 
presumably so they can claim ‘I told 
you so’. Shame on them all. 

Christopher Hudson-Gool, 
Maidstone 

Tories not really 
Eurosceptics 

IT is clear from the results of the county 
council elections that many people who 
had joined Ukip from other parties have 
decided to trust that the Conservatives 
will implement the will of the people in 
relation to Brexit, but I am afraid they 
may be very disappointed. 

In the 1970s the Conservatives 
declared themselves the party of Europe 
and for the most part, campaigned to 
stay a member during the 1975 
referendum. Under Margaret Thatcher 
they signed the Single European Act, 
while in the 1990s they forced through 
the Maastricht Treaty and joined the 
ERM. The Conservatives frequently 
pretend they are Eurosceptics, but in 
practice behave otherwise. 

Colin Bullen, 
Tonbridge 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

East 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
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To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 


Knole Park, 
Sevenoaks 

by Ryan Stephenson 
from Tunbridge 
Wells 







♦ FULL HEATING SYSTEMS < ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING 

♦ BOILER CHANGES & HEATING WORK 

♦ BATHROOMS {FREE ESTIMATES 


Te/: one HID tDSiBBJ/D 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending May 14,2017 41 









lllAIJ 



Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




WITH sport utility vehicle sales blossoming, and 
more premium models coming to market, it’s a 
sector car-makers ignore at their peril. 

One of the latest on the SUV bandwagon is Alfa 
Romeo which makes its debut with the eagerly- 
anticipated Stelvio in summer. 

The Italian car-maker’s first ever SUV, the 
Stelvio features technology used in the company’s 
highly-acclaimed new Giulia sports saloon. 

Having initially shown the first edition and top- 
of-the-range Quadrifoglio at the LA Auto Show, 
the Italian manufacturer has now revealed a 
standard version of the off-roader. 

It will be available with 2.0-litre turbo petrol 
and 2.2-litre turbo diesel engines with an eight- 
speed automatic gearbox and all-wheel drive, 

Alfa is known for building sporting cars and the 
Stelvio is no slouch with the 280hp turbo petrol 
model going from zero to 62mph in 5.7 seconds 
and on to 143mph. The 210hp turbo diesel won’t 
be far behind at 6.6 seconds and 133mph. 

Three trim levels - Stelvio, Super and Tecnica - 
will be offered. 

Entry Stelvio gets 17in alloy wheels, 8.8in Alfa 
Connect, DNA drive mode selector, eight-speaker 
audio system, autonomous braking, lane depar¬ 
ture and forward collision warning, parking sen¬ 


sors, cruise control and dusk and rain sensors. 

Super adds 18in alloys, techno-leather and fab¬ 
ric seats in a choice of three colours (black, black/ 
brown and black/red) with matching dashboard 
and door panels and steel door sill inserts. 

The sport pack comes with heated sports 
steering wheel, black, red or brown racing-style, 


electric, heated leather seats, aluminium inserts 
and steel pedals. 

Diesel-only Tecnica is aimed at business users 
and includes satellite navigation, brighter, adaptive 
bi-xenon headlights and electric folding mirrors. 

UK pricing will be confirmed closer to it going 
on sale. 


EXPANSION : Alfa Romeo is making its SUV debut 
this summer 
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Mature i30 key to Hyundai's sales goal 


Hyundai hopes its new i30 will help it become the best-selling Asian car maker 
in the UK. Darren Cassey takes the model out for a spin to see how it shapes up. 


H YUNDAI plans to be the 
best-selling Asian car 
maker in Europe within 
five years and the i30 is a 
key pillar for its success. 
This new i30 has matured, part of 
Hyundai’s plan to keep buyers in the 
brand long-term by focusing more on 
substance than pure aesthetics. For 
the most part it’s succeeded, with 
refined engines, excellent standard 
safety kit and a comfortable ride. 

A new 1.4-litre turbo petrol engine 
is lighter and more powerful and 
frugal than the one it replaces. 

The i30 has lost some of the unique 
styling that made the previous car so 
appealing - but has sacrificing that 
bold styling in favour of an improved 
overall experience paid off? In many 
ways it has. 

Yes, there are still some cheap 
plastics - on the door cards, for 
example - but there are lovely squishy 
materials on the dashboard. The 
infotainment system is, apparently, 
30% faster than before and, while it 
works well enough, it is a bit simple. 

But these are minor gripes against 
how refined the i30 has become. 

The i30 hatchback - along with 
the Tourer estate - is spacious 
enough to transport the family with 



useful rear legroom and a 395-litre 
boot, rising to 1301 litres with the 
seat backs folded. 

What will also be of comfort is 
impressive standard safety equip¬ 
ment - autonomous emergency 
braking with a front collision 


warning system, lane-keeping 
assistant, high beam assist and 
sensors to warn a drowsy driver to 
take a break. Optional equipment 
includes blind spot detection, rear 
cross traffic alert, speed limit reader 
and adaptive cruise control. 


There are three engines but the 
new 1.4-litre petrol,with six-speed 
manual and seven-speed dual-clutch 
automatic transmissions, is expected 
to be the best seller. 

The 120PS 1.0-litre, three-cylin¬ 
der turbo petrol is a pleasant surprise 


Hyundai i30 SE Nav 
1.4 T-GDi 

Price: from £16,995 

Engine tested: l,353cc, HOPS, 
four-cylinder turbo petrol 
Performance: 0-62mph 8.9 
seconds; top speed 130mph 
MPG: 52.3 combined 
C02 emissions: 124g/km 


- even on the motorway, there’s 
enough about it to overtake without 
ever leaving sixth gear. 

A HOPS 1.6-litre turbo diesel also 
offers both transmissions. 

It isn’t going to win awards for its 
thrilling driving experience, but it 
does everything well enough. 

The steering weight is well judged, 
the ride comfortable, road noise 
relatively unobtrusive and parking a 
breeze thanks to a reversing camera 
on all but entry model. 

While some manufacturers chase 
driving dynamics and others pursue 
a premium ownership experience, 
Hyundai is making great strides by 
doing a little bit of everything while 
offering good old-fashioned value for 
money. It’s a more grown up 
proposition than before and is all the 
better for it. 


ALL NEUi TOYOTA C-HR 


FROM £595 


Advance Payment* 


18" Alloy wheels 

Metallic Black 
Bi-tone roof 

LED headlights 


ALL IT TAKES IS A GLANCE 
TO MAKE YOU LOOK TWICE. 






uL. & 



FROM NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


AURIS TOURING SPORTS 
FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


To arrange a test 
drive contact us at: 


Motorline Ashford 
Orbital Park, Ashford 
KentTN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 822 7122 
motorlineashford.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Canterbury 
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
KentCT2 7RB 

Tel: 0844 822 7130 
motorlinecanterbury.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Tunbridge U/ells 
Douuding LL/ay, Tunbridge Wells 
KentTN2 3UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 
motorlinetunbridgeiuells.toyota.co.uk 


f /motorlinetoyota 
\ @MotorlineToyota 


Motability 


*2017 C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £595 Advance Payment. Model shown is C-HR Dynamic 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £1,795 Advance Payment, AYGO x-press 5 door 1.0 VVT-i x-shift at Nil Advance Payment, Auris Icon 5 door 1.6 D-4D Manual at £95 Advance 
Payment, Auris Touring Sports Icon 5 door 1.2T VVT-i Manual at £895 Advance Payment and Verso Icon 7-Seat 1.6 V-matic Manual at £295 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer 
valid between 1st April and 30th June 2017. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. 

C-HR Dynamic 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 38.1 (7.4), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 47.8 (5.9). CO 2 Emissions 135g/km. AYGO 
x-press 5 door 1.0 VVT-i x-shift. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 56.5 (5.0), Extra Urban 78.5 (3.6), Combined 68.9 (4.1). CO 2 Emissions 95g/km. Auris Icon 5 door 1.6 D-4D 
Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 74.3 (3.8), Combined 65.7 (3.8). CO 2 Emissions llOg/km. Auris Touring Sports Icon 5 door 1.2T VVT-i 
Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 47.9 (5.9), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 58.9 (4.8). CO 2 Emissions 112g/km. Verso Icon 7-Seat 1.6 V-matic Manual. Official Fuel 
Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 53.3 (5.3), Extra Urban 68.9 (4.1), Combined 62.8 (4.5). CO 2 Emissions 119g/km. All mpg and CO 2 figures quoted are sourced from official EU regulated 
laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending May 14,2017 43 


















drive24.co.uk 


Whatever the reason for finding your next car drive24.co.uk can help 


Visit * Search * Call 

www.drive24.co.uk for your perfect car your local dealers 


Look local first with dnve24.co.uk 


adventures in the country” 


“We wanted a 4x4 for 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



view 

S-C H DO L 


Business Manager 

37 hours per week for 52 weeks per year 
Thamesview Support Staff Pay Scale KR11 Points 44 - 50 
£37,922.00 - £43,641.00 per annum 

We are seeking to appoint a passionate member of staff to join the administration support team. A vacancy 
has arisen as a result of the retirement of the current post holder, and presents an opportunity for a highly 
motivated individual to develop their career. 

The post holder will be required to... 

• Take responsibility for the efficient conduct of the school’s administrative, financial, business and support 
services, premises and site. 

• Be integral to the school in generating external funds from grants, and sponsorship opportunities beyond 
the School’s KCC budget. 

• To lead and assume responsibility for the financial administration of the school 

• To manage all areas of the school premises not covered by PFI arrangements 

• To manage the PFI school premises in liaison with Kier FM, KCC, and all members of the PFI Partnership 

• To manage the administration team and keep the support staff services in the school under review 

• To attend SLT meetings and take an active part in the discussion and implementation of agreed strategies 

• Undertake the role of Health and Safety Representative and manage all aspects of the schools H&S 
requirements. 

The ideal applicant should have... 

• A confident and professional attitude. 

• Excellent interpersonal skills. 

• Experience of dealing with data of a highly confidential and sensitive nature, and awareness of data 
protection. 

• Experience in budget management and financial accounting, and evidence of appropriate qualifications 
relevant to the post e.g. AAT accreditation. 

• A high level of IT literacy with experience of Microsoft packages. 

• Working knowledge of SIMS FMS6 and KCC Financial Services Budget Planning Software (BPS). 

• Ability to manage and prioritise own workload, and adhere to deadlines. 

Thamesview is a school where everyone is expected to do their best and excellent examination results reflect 
this. We benefit from a new school building that provides innovative learning environments and state of the 
art ICT equipment. We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences for our students and to 
supporting our staff through excellent CPD opportunities. 

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our HR Manager on 01474 566552 ext 1120 
or email k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk. 

Closing date: 23rd May 2017,9.00am - Interviews: Week Commencing 5th June 2017 

CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of students. 

Appointment to this post will require an Enhanced Disclosure via the Disclosure and Barring Service 

, t _ 


For more Job Opportunities 

in your area visit us online at... 




Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the 
following staff: 

Choose and Book Audio Typist/Administrator - Dover 

Part Time - 30 hours per week - Salary £17,776.00 (pro rata) 

Closing Date - 21 May 2017 Interview Date - 05 June 2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English (GCSE or equivalent) grade C or above 

• Audio Typist Qualification (not necessarily medical) 

• Minimum 2 years’ experience working in a medical environment 

• Minimum 2 years’ experience in an audio typist role or similar 

• Excellent working knowledge of Word/Excel/Outlook 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Danielle Edwards, Business Office Supervisor on 01304 222672 

Physiotherapist - Margate and Ashford 

Full Time 37.5 hrs per week - Salary - £27,000 - £29,000 
Closing Date - 26 May 2017 - Interview Date - TBC 
Qualifications and Experience 

• BSc or Equivalent in Physiotherapy 

• Member of CSP 

• Current HCPC Registration 

• Relevant post graduate experience 

• Proven clinical experience in the delivery of orthopaedic and MSK physiotherapy 
To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Adebayo Tijani, Physiotherapy Manager on 01843 253172 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Carina Pieries, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 222687 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Spencer n 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


IMPORTANT: THIS COMMUNICATION 
AFFECTS INTERESTS IN PROPERTY 
THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(A28 CHART ROAD IMPROVEMENT) 
(COMPULSORY PURCHASE) ORDER 2017 
The Highways Act 1980 
The Acquisition of Land Act 1981 

1. Notice is hereby given that the Kent County Council has 
made on the 11th May 2017 the Kent County Council (A28 
Chart Road Improvement) (Compulsory Purchase) Order 
2017 under Sections 239, 240 and 250 of the Highways Act 
1980. It is about to submit this order to the Secretary of State 
for confirmation and if confirmed, the order will authorise 
Kent County Council to purchase compulsorily the land and 
rights described below for the purpose of; 

a. the improvement of highways forming part of or 
connected to the A28 Chart Road Ashford in the County 
of Kent between and including the Tank roundabout and 
Matalan roundabout to create a two lane dual carriageway 
with a bridge, junction improvements and improvements 
for pedestrians and cyclists. 

b. use of land required by the Highway Authority in connection 
with the improvement of the highway aforesaid 

c. access by the Highway Authority to construct inspect and 
maintain the works 

2. A copy of the order and of the accompanying map may be 
seen from 11 May 2017 between 9.00am and 5.00pm at Kent 
County Council, Main Reception, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent, MEM 1XQ; Kent County Council, Highways & 
Transportation Offices Reception, Henwood Industrial 
Estate, Javelin Way, Ashford, Kent, TN24 8DH and Kent 
County Council, Ashford Gateway Plus, Church Road, 
Ashford, Kent, TN23 IAS 

3. Any objection to the order must be made in writing to 
Secretary of State, National Transport Casework Team, 
Tyneside House, Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle Business 
Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7AR or nationalcasework@ 
dft.gsi.gov.uk, quoting the scheme reference, A28 Chart 
Road, Ashford before 16 June 2017 and should state the 
title of the order, the grounds of objection and the objector’s 
address and interests in the land. In submitting an objection 
it should be noted that your personal data and correspondence 
will be passed to the County to enable your objection to 
be considered. If you do not wish your personal data to 
be forwarded, please state your reasons when submitting 
your objection and the Secretary of State will copy your 
representations, with your name and address removed to the 
County, and if there is to be a Public Local Inquiry they will 
be seen by the Inspector who may give them less weight as a 
result. 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - 
SECTION 116 

STOPPING UP OF LAND 
ADJACENT TO HERNE COURT 
HORN STREET FOLKESTONE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County 
Council as Highway Authority for the County of Kent 
propose to make an application to the Magistrates’ 
sitting at Canterbury Magistrates’ Court on Tuesday 
6 June 2017 at 10:00 for an Order under Section 116 
of the Highways Act 1980 to extinguish highway 
rights on the grounds that they are unnecessary on 
land adjacent to Herne Court Horn Street as on the 
plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred to 
are on deposit, and can be seen during normal office 
hours, at the main reception of The Kent County 
Council at Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or 
who uses the highway specified or who would be 
aggrieved by the making of the Order may appear 
before the Magistrates’ Court to raise an objection or 
make a representation on the application. Any person 
intending to appear before the Magistrates’ Court at 
the hearing of the application is requested to inform 
Carissa Humphreys by post to Kent Legal Services, 
Priory Gate, 29 Union Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 
1PT, by email highwaydefinitionsearches@kent.gov. 
uk, or by telephone 03000 416285 before 1 June 
2017 quoting reference number LS/21/112049/628. 

If you require further information or would like 
to discuss this matter, please contact Carissa 
Humphreys using the contact details shown above. 


DESCRIPTION OF LAND AND THE NEW RIGHTS 

1. All interests in 1230 square metres of grassland and 
wooded scrubland to the north west of A28 Chart Road 
and to the north of A28 Matalan roundabout. 

2. All interests in 9 square metres of paved area containing 
electrical pylon infrastructure to the south east of 
A28 Chart Road and to the north east of A28 Matalan 
roundabout. 

3. All interests in 571 square metres of grassland, wooded 
scrubland and paved area to the south east of A28 Chart 
Road and north east of A28 Matalan roundabout. 

3A. The right of access over 859 square metres of paved area 
to construct, inspect and maintain a retaining wall to the 
south west of former public highway known as Beaver 
Lane. 

4. All interests in 78 square metres of grassland, wooded 
scrubland and paved area to the south east of Chart Road 
on former public highway known as Beaver Lane. 

4A The right of access over 218 square metres of paved area 
and wooded scrubland to construct, inspect and maintain 
a retaining wall to south east of A28 Chart Road on 
former public highway known as Beaver Lane. 

5 All interests in 2629 square metres of grassland, wooded 
scrubland, paved area and hardstanding to the south east of 
A28 Chart Road and south of London to Dover railway line. 

5A The right of access over 732 square metres of paved area 
and hardstanding to construct, inspect and maintain a road 
bridge and a retaining wall to the south east of Chart Road 
and north east of public highway known as Beaver Lane. 

5B The right of access over 223 square metres of paved area 
and wooded scrubland to construct, inspect and maintain 
a retaining wall to south east of A28 Chart Road on 
previous public highway known as Beaver Lane. 

6 All interests in 179 square metres of grassed and wooded 
area within north side of operational corridor of London 
to Dover railway line. 

6A All interests in 56 square metres of grassed and wooded 
area within south side of operational corridor of London 
to Dover railway line. 

6B The right over 516 square metres of operational corridor 
of the London to Dover railway line for a road bridge to 
carry the road over the railway line including the right to 
construct, keep, inspect and maintain the bridge. 

9 All interests, with the exception of Secretary of State for 
Transport and HS1 Limited’s interest, in 1128 square 
metres of grassland and scrubland to the south east of A28 
Chart Road and south of A28 Tank roundabout. 

12 All interests in 438 square metres of grassland and 
wooded scrubland containing underground surface water 
infrastructure to the south of Sir Henry Brackenbury 
Road and west of A28 Tank roundabout. 

13 All interests in 128 square metres of paved vehicle 
hardstanding to the south east of A28 Chart Road, 
north east of London to Dover railway and south west of 
Brunswick Road. 

DATED this 11th day of May 2017 

General Counsel 

Kent County Council 

Sessions House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent ME14 1XQ 


ROGER WILKIN 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS, 
TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE 


For more Job Opportunities 

in your local area visit... 

jobs l4.co.uk 
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Sport 

Beaumont key for 
World Cup hopes 


Charlotte Edwards puts her faith in Kent women’s captain 



Cricket 


By Katie Falkingham 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


DOVER cricket star Tammy Beau¬ 
mont could be the key to England’s 
success at this summer’s ICC Wom¬ 
en’s World Cup, according to former 
captain Charlotte Edwards. 

It promises to be a World Cup to re¬ 
member for Beaumont having se¬ 
cured her place as England’s opening 
batsman alongside Lauren Winfield, 
four years after travelling to the last 
edition in India in 2013. 

The first Women’s World Cup on 
home soil for 24 years, England have 
never lost the tournament on British 
shores since the inaugural year in 
1973 - a record Beaumont and co will 
not be wanting to spoil come the 
opening day on June 24. 

“Their opening partnership is go¬ 
ing to be crucial. What they’ve done 
over the last year is formed a really 
solid partnership and now it’s time for 
them to take that onto the big stage,” 
said Edwards, speaking on the Nissan 
Trophy Tour. 

“Having played in many World 
Cups myself, I know that having 
openers who get you off to a good 
start is crucial and they are going to 
have a really big role come this tour¬ 
nament. I think they are more than 
ready to take on that challenge. 

“Tammy went to the last 50-over 
World Cup but didn’t really play a lot, 
but she did really well at the Twen- 
ty20 World Cup and she will have 
taken a huge amount of confidence 
from that. 

“Hopefully, she will take that confi¬ 
dence into this tournament, and it’s 
one that England are more than ca- 


PIVOTAL: Kent’s Tammy Beaumont 

pable of being very successful at. 

“There will be a lot of pressure on 
the opening batters, because you 
need to get the team off to a good start 
but you also have to score at a rate 
that means you’re moving the game 
along. 

“But Tammy and Lauren have 
done it a lot, they’re used to it and 


they are a really solid unit.” 

The ICC Champions Trophy (June 
1-18) and ICC Women’s World Cup 
(June 24 - July 23) will both see the 
best eight ODI teams in the world 
compete for glory in England and 
Wales this summer. 

Tickets available at icc-cricket. 
com/tickets 


Sam-Yorke makes Stones switch permanent 


Football 


MAIDSTONE United have com¬ 
pleted their first bit of summer 
transfer business with the perma¬ 
nent signing of Delano Sam-Yorke. 

The forward, 28, spent time on 
loan at the Gallagher Stadium 
between January and March last 
season, racking up three goals in 
eight appearances. 

Between stints at National 
League rivals Woking, where he 
started his career, Sam-Yorke 
gained Football League experience 
with Cambridge United and in 
recent seasons has spent time at 
Lincoln City, Forest Green Rovers 
and Boreham Wood. 

Stones boss Jay Saunders told the 
club’s website this week: “I am very 
pleased to get this deal done. 



HOME : Gallagher Stadium 


“After the season ended we made 
contact and he was keen to come 
back. 


“At the time the loan ended, we 
were keen to keep him but he went 
back to Woking and carried on his 
good form with them. 

“He was a big part of turning us 
round when we started out on that 
run and it was disappointing to 
lose him at that time. 

“I am looking forward to having 
him here for pre-season and 
getting a full season out of him 
too.” 

Sam-Yorke added: “After my loan 
finished this was always a club I 
wanted to come back to. 

“I enjoyed my time here - all the 
lads, management and fans were 
great and I am happy to be back.” 

The Stones finished in a respect¬ 
able 14th place in their first season 
back in the National League, after 
securing promotion in a play-off 
victory over Ebbsfleet United. 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
Q pOlT dnorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Mighty Atom scoops 
world kickboxing title 

KICKBOXING prodigy Phoebe ‘The Mighty 
Atom’ Cumiskey has added another title to 
her growing list of success - this time a 
world championship. 

The Gravesend schoolgirl fought in front 
of hundreds of fans to take the WKA 
Junior World Championship belt at the 
Kent Event Centre in Detling, Maidstone 
on Saturday. 

At 14-years-old, the new world cham¬ 
pion has already picked up more than a 
dozen titles, but this fight, up against ‘The 
Princess with a Punch’ Victoria Perkins 
was described as her toughest yet. 

As well as achieving her own personal 
glory over the weekend, the Thamesview 
School student also brings the number of 
world titles won by members of her club, 

Star Kickboxing, up to 12 since it first 
opened in Shorne 13-years-ago. 

“I’m really, really proud of Phoebe, it 
was a great atmosphere, over a thousand 
people were watching and now she’s 
earned the WKA World Championship 
belt,” said coach Leigh Haiworth. WINNER: Phoebe Cumiskey 




CALL: Carl Mitchell. Photo: Hilary Hardy 


Mitchell to deputise 
for injured star Luke 


WITH teen sensation Luke Hopkins 
sidelined after breaking his collar¬ 
bone at the last World Supersport 
300 round at Assen, Hopkins Racing 
have brought in Carl Mitchell to 
deputise this weekend. 

The 23-year-old rider, who comes 
from Wingham, near Canterbury, is 
currently racing in the British 
Motorcycle Club MRO Minitwin 
Championship. 


He stands tenth overall after three 
rounds in this 650cc class. 

“I have known the Hopkins family 
since I was racing in the Kawasaki 
Senior 300 Championship, so I was 
delighted when I got the call,” 
Mitchell said. 

“It will be an incredible experience 
for me and I have a lot to learn in a 
short time, but I am feeling confi¬ 
dent.” 


Ravens tie down promising pair 


BROMLEY have announced that 
defender Daniel Johnson and 
versatile forward George Porter have 
both signed extended deals at Hayes 
Lane. 

The pair helped steer the Ravens to 
an impressive 10th placed finish in 
the National League last season, 
having only been promoted in the 
summer of 2015. 

Boss Neil Smith told the club’s 
official website this week: “I’m 
delighted to have Daniel on board for 


next season, he’s had a fantastic 
season for us, he wants to learn and 
he will only get better. 

“George has been brilliant in every 
position we’ve asked him to play, he 
gives 100 per cent and deserves his 
new deal.” 

Meanwhile the club confirmed 
that Connor Dymond and Lee 
Minshull have departed. 

The club is celebrating its 125th 
anniversary next season and opened 
season ticket sales this week. 
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THE 

MARLOWE 

THEATRE 


TUE 23 - SAT 27 MAY 

The UK premiere of this spectacular musical. 

marlowetheatre.com (bkg fee) 01227 787787 (bkg fee) 


48 Week ending May 14, 2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


1 



